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Miſs Jones, of Choſen, near Glouceſter. -- 

Rev. Mr Ireland, of St John's College, Oxford. 

Mr Iremonger, Gentleman Commoner of C. C. C. 
Oxford. 
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— Rev. Dr Kyffin, Prebendary of Hereford. 
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after opportunity, dele comma. 
read us before of. 

for Benhadud, read Benhadad. 
after his, inſert body. 

after moment, dele and. 


64. 23. for exceding, read exceeding. 


196. 15. 
223. 7. 
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82. | 22. 


135. 6 
143. 8 
199. 3. 
287. 11. 
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for orders, read order. 


for Amighty, read Almighty. 
for come, read comes, 
after majority, dele comma. 


VOL. IL 


after forfeiture, put comma ; after 
death, dele comma. 
for as, read us. 


for ſincertiy, read ſincerity, 


after rigorous, dele comma, 
for gaity, read gaiety. 
After commentators, in/ert is. 
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The Duty, Expedience, and Advan- 


tage of an early Piety. 
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Remember now thy Creator in the 
Days of thy Youth. 


HE duty and expedience of 
an early piety, agreeably to 


the advice given in theſe words by 


the royal preacher, and the folly and 
danger of deferring the important 


buſineſs of religion to a more ad- 


vanced time of life, will appear from 
the following conſiderations; a8 
Firſt, that God requires the ſer- 
vice of our youth on two principal 
A account, 


2 8 ERM ON I. 


accounts, as he is our Creator; and 


as he is a being of infinite purity. 
-In the firſt place, as God is our 
Maker, he has moſt undeniably a 
right to our obedience from the 
beginning to the end of our lives. 
The whole of our exiſtence ſhould 
be ſpent in doing his will, and not 
only ſuch portions of it as we ſhall 


think fit to ſet aſide for that purpoſe. 
For this were to make a compoſition 


in a manner with the Almighty ; and, 


in effect, to ſuppoſe that he will be 


_ ſatisfied with a payment in part, when 


all that we can poſſibly pay is utterly 


unequal and diiproportionable to the 


vaſt debt which we owe him. If our 


whole life is a ſtate of probation, 2% 


days of our youth ate more eſpecially 
ſuch; nor can we with propriety, or, 


as we ſhall ſee, in prudence, make 


that ſervice the Ja buſineſs of our 
lives which conn to de "ow Ok 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, if we think it our duty to 


remember our Creator at all, undoubt- 
edly the moſt natural ſeaſon for fo 


doing is, when we are juſt come 
freſh, as it were, out of his forming 


hands. The firſt dawnings and glim- 
merings of our reaſon, duly dire&ed 
and attended to, would light us to our 
duty; nor can we more ſuitably exer- 
ciſe our growing faculties than in the 
praiſe and adoration of that God who 
endowed us with thoſe faculties, 
which are at once the privilege, and 
the pre-eminence of our nature, and 
eſſentially diſtinguiſh us from the 
beaſts that periſh. 


Again, if we duly conſtder that our 
Maker is a Being of purer eyes than to 
bebold the leaſt degree of iniquity with 
complacency or indifference, is it not 
equally abſurd and preſumptuous de- 
. and avowedly, as it were, to 
7 pollute 
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pollute and defile ourſelves before we 
preſent ourſelves to him ?---In the 
law of Moſes, God direQs that the 
creatures offered to him in ſacrifice 
ſhould be young, and without ſpot or 
blemiſh. And, in like manner, he 
expects and requires that we ſhould 
dedicate our ſouls to him, while they 
are yet pure, and unſpotted from the 
aworld.---It would be happy for us, 
were our whole lives led conformably 
to the innocent, fimplicity of our 
tender years. And, in truth, it is our 
indiſpenſable duty to exert our beſt 
endeavours to this purpoſe. For ex- 
cept ye be converted and become as little 
children, ſays our Saviour expreſſly, 
ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom f 
heaven.---We are called upon by our 
holy religion to mortify our members 
which are on the earth, to crucify the 
fleſh with the affections and luſts, and, 
= in ſhort, to abſtain from thoſe vices 
5 BE] 55 
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f Fl and impurities to which youth is eſ- 
pecially liable; and therefore delibe- 
1 rately to dedicate that ſeaſon to ſenſe 
and appetite, and to reſerve ſome 
future period of our lives for the ſer- 
vice of our Creator, is but to offer 
| him the refuſe of luſt, and the leav- 
ings of debauchery ; it is to offer the 
T blind, and the lame, and the ſicꝶ for 
ſacrifice; and to ſet apart thoſe years 
for the diſcharge of ſpiritual duties 
in which we ſhall be totally incapable 
of ſenſual pleaſures.· Poſſibly indeed 
our young man may have to alledge, 
that he has ſinned rather in the gayety 
of his heart, than the depravity of his 
= principle, rather from the inattention 
ol livelineſs, than the inſolence of re- 
7 | bellion.---It may be ſo-— but is his 
* Ccaſe ſafe, becauſe fin admits of degrees 
of malignity, and is not in all in- 
ſtances, to borrow the Apoſtles ex- 
preſſion, exceeding Anil. Or, is his 
4 2 ſituation 
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fttuation comfortable, becauſe God 
may reaſonably be ſaid to be leſs diſ- 
honoured by wilful folly than by 
direct preſumption ?--So far then the 
duty of our remembering our Creator 
in the days of our youth appears, with 
regard to God, and what he expects 
ftom us, Let us now farther con- 
ſider this grand buſineſs of our lives 
at this ſeaſon, with regard to our- 


*- 


= Under this branch of our argu- 
ment it is obvious, in the firſt place, 
dio obſerve---that our lives are both 
= ſhort, and uncertain. A year ſteals 
after a year almoſt as imperceptibly 
as hour after hour ; and the ſucceſ- 
fion of youth to infancy, of man- 
hood to youth, and of old age to all 
three, is altogether inſenſible. We 
cannot with preciſion lay the line 
whete the ſeveral periods, or ſtages, 
A = of 
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of our preſent exiſtence commence, 
or expire, Life, in truth is little 
more than a mere point, and will 
ſcarcely admit of a formal diviſion 
into its parts. It is confeſſedly at 
beſt but of ſhort duration; though 
of how. ſhort, is a queſtion, which no 
no human wiſdom can reſolve. We 1 
are ſo far from being certified how 

long we have to live, that we are 

barely ſure of the paſſing moment ; 

---the preſent ow. Accordingly, 

ſays the Preacher, remember now 7 
Creator, i. e. in this very inſtant: 
opportunity, is not at your command: 1 
this is the only one that may be offer - | 
ed to you: delays are dangerous, 
eſpecially in a concern of ſo much 
conſequence as that of thy eternal 
falvation. „ 


Let us, again, col | der that if we 
would have the yoke' of religion fit 
eaſy 
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eaſy on us, and render that practice 
of virtue which is irkſome to nature, 
delightful by habit, the beſt method 


we can take, will be to ſeaſon our 


hearts with an early piety. Infancy, 
or rather youth is the time for in- 
ſtruction of all kinds. We find it a 
difficult matter to learn any new thing 
later in life; but ſtill more difficult 


to unlearn what we learned then. 


This therefore is the proper ſeaſon of 
inſtruction in that᷑ true wiſdom where 
by we ſhall become vie unto ſalva- 
tion. In our tender years the mind is 
particularly capable of good or bad 


impreſſions; and, by prudent ma- 
nagement, virtuous habits are con- 
tracted almoſt as eaſily as vicious ones. 


Temptations indeed will offer 
_ themſelves from all quarters through 
every ſtage of life; and the unhappy 


propenſion to evil which we are born 


with will be perpetually a ſnare to 
e 9 15 us. 
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us. But ſtill, it will be of infinite 
by advantage to have been habituated 
% from our childhood to religious du- 


1 
e 


ties; and an early virtue, though it 
cannot be pronounced our abſolute 
= A£fecurity, is however beyond all doubt, 
our wiſeſt precaution. He will be 
” moſt like to continue in the way he 
ſhould go, or, in caſe of a departure 


therefrom, to recover it, who hath 

been longeſt and beſt acquainted with 
= it.---On the other hand---what caſe 
can be more deplorable, with reſpect 
either to preſent ſituation, or future 
proſpects, than that of the young man 
that rejoices in his youth ;---that lets 
| his Heart cheer him in the days of bis 
= youth; and walks in the ways of bis 
* heart, and in the fight of his eyes, 
and conſiders not, that for all theſe 

things God will bring him into judg- 
ment ?---Hlis curioſity has long ago 

got the better of his IRE: and 

of q 
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of thoſe inward checks and repre- | 


henſions which are the ſtrongeſt fence 
between the young ſinner and de- 


ſtruction. He has taſted how ſweet 


fin is, and has not yet felt its ſting. 
He is intoxicated with delight, and 
cannot ſee ruin through the medium 
of gratification. But this inſenſib- 
ility is of the moſt dangerous ſort; 


and he muſt be for ever undone un- 
leſs God in mercy touches him with 
compunction; hd he be pricked in 


the beart by thoſe thorns of remorſe 
which ſometimes happily lurk among 
the flowers of pleaſure.---Or, ſup- 
poſing his caſe not to be ſo deſperate 


as here repreſented, ſuppoſing him 


not to be ſo addicted to ſenſuality 


as never to have God in bis thoughts; 
not abſolutely to ſcoff at the concerns 


of religion, but rather to defer and 


poſtpone them to a fitter time, to a 


more convenient ſeaſon, as he calls it, 


let 
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let us inquire a little, to what effect 
he hath moſt probably fram d this : 


fries reſolution ? ? 


He is now arrived then at what 
we term the middle age of life. And 
it will be allowed that at this period 
our thoughts generally ſettle into a 
more compoſed and ſober caſt. He 
accordingly, begins to think ; which 
is more than he could properly be 
ſaid to have done hitherto. But 
will it be of religion? Will his mind 
ſteadily and uniformly fix on that 
object? Alaſs! it is but too likely it 
will not. For how naturally does 


the vo ſucceed the fleſp? He will 


now be apt to engage himſelf in 
temporal matters, and to immerſe 
Himſelf in wordly cares. The pur- 


Toit of fame, wealth, or honour will 


become his chief concern ; and he 
will ftill be for ſhifting off the great 


work 
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work of religion, the buſineſs of his 
ſoul, to a future ſeaſon, to old age, 
to a time of life which he will impi- 
ouſly think the fitteſt for that pur- 
poſe, becauſe it is fit for nothing elſe. 
---The melancholy truth is, after a 
courſe of years, devoted to vile affec- 
tions, and engroſſed by ſinful indul- 


gences, we ſhall find ourſelves unpre- 


pared for virtuous exerciſes, unfit for 
the ſeverities of religion. In ſhort, 
if we remember not our Creator in 

The days of our youth at all, or, at leaſt, 
as we ought to do; if our time hath 
been conſumed rather in vanity and 
folly than in habitual vice or wicked- 


neſs; rather giddily and inconſide- 


rately than profligately and impurely; 


we ſhall be proportionably indiſpoſed 


to ſpiritual offices, and the concerns 
of eternity. We have fooliſhly let 
flip the faireſt opportunity, even the 
: * f our youth, which ares: for the 
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moſt part, free; diſengaged from bu- 


ſineſs, and uncumbered with con- 
nexion ; and, at beſt, ſhall enter upon 
the work of our ſalvation under ma- 


nifeſt diſadvantages amidſt the hurry 


and buſtle of the world. The cares 
and troubles we ſhall be unavoida- 
bly involved in will, it is to be feared, 
choke the ſeeds of piety thus looſely 
and heedleſsly ſcattered upon our 
hearts. Had theſe taken deep root 


there in our blooming years, in the 


ſpring of our lives, we might juſtly 
have expected a plentiful and bleſſed 
harveſt. Our Chriſtian engagements 
would have interfered with our 


worldly callings and occupations, 


not to their hindrance but ſanRifica- 


tion. Our whole lives would have 


been led to the glory of God; and 
our ordinary dealings and tranſacti- 
ons, as well as our more ſolemn 
exerciſes of devotion, been, in a ſtrict 
1 ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, acts of religion. But if we are 
to begin to learn the principles of 
virtue and piety, when we ought te 
be able to apply them, it will be well 
if we are not diſcouraged by the dif- 
ficulty of the undertaking, and our 
attention to many things of a differs 
ent, and perhaps contrary nature, he 
not the ocaſion of our neglecting the 
One thing needful. 


- Bog let vs follow our man of plea- 
ſure, and our man of buſineſs, to the 


laſt ſtage of human life, old age; 
which period, or none, muſt be re- 


ſerved for the work of reformation 
by ſuch as have till now been careleſs 
of their ſpiritual eſtate, and walked 
in the way of the ungodly,---And is 


this a time for religious improve- 
ment, and the cultivation of piety ? 


Having ſpent the greateſt part of our 
lives, the flower of youth, and the 
vigour 
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vigour of manhood, like fools and 
madmen, if not like brutes, are we 
now to few ourſelves men? Are we 
now to commence reaſonable crea- 
tures ?---And ſhall we be able to do 
this at a time, when this noble en- 
dowment of reaſon begins to fail us, 
and (as it generally happens) loſes 


much of its former ſtrength, and 


activity? All our faculties become 


now dull and languid; our apprehen- 


ſions are flow; our judgment weak ; 
our memories treacherous ; and we 
may almoſt literally ſay (if I may be 
allowed to uſe our Saviour's words 
on another occafion) our right hand 
tnoweth not what our left hand dath. 
And ſhall virtue flouriſh in pro- 


portion as nature decays ? Or will it 


be a proper time to remember our 
Creator, when we have almoſt forgat 


ourſelves? Is this a time to call the 


numberleſs ſins of our lives to ac- 
wy „ 
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count, and bring them to a particular, 
and minute, a ſtrict, and impartial 


examination? Alas! Old age is bur- 
den enough of itſelf :---ſhall we then 
add to it the grievous and inſupporta- 


ble load of unexpiated guilt, and ini- 
quity unrepented? We are com- 
manded to love God with all our 
ſtrength; i. e. to ſerve him with all 
our affections and all our powers both 


of body and ſpirit. But ſurely ſuch 


ſervice can nevef be duly and punctu- 
ally performed in a ſtate of decline, 


and by the efforts of infirmity. This 
infirmity too is probably in a great 


meaſure of our own acquiring ; the 


effect of our former intemperance; 


the fruit of the iniguities of our youth ; 

which, by the way, will be a moſt 
mortifying circumſtance, and ag- 
gravate at once our folly and our 
diſtreſs. | 
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And, farther, it may be on good 
grounds preſumed, that, even at this 
period of life, we ſhall be no leſs 
unwilling than unable to repent. A 


little knowlege of the world will be 
ſufficient to convince us, that paſſion 


often outlives ability; and that, 
though men may be incapacitated for 


the actual ſervice of ſin by the im- 
potence of age, they may yet be 


carnally minded to the utmoſt verge 
of human life. Time will not melio- 


rate nature merely by weakening it; 


and though it is much to be wiſhed, 
yet it is little ta be expected, that 
thoſe ſhould: finally be ſaints, who 


have formerly been ſinners. There 


is much more probability, that he 


who hath all his days been filthy will 
be filthy ill. For I pray, what remedy 

ſhall we find for theſe chronical diſ- 
tempers of the foul, as we may call 


them ?. What ſhall correct a falſe 


B 1 taſte 
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taſte for ſenſual delights, and con- 
vert it into a reliſh for ſpiritual joys ? _ 
What ſhall purify a ſoul not ſo pro- 6 
perly ſtained with ſinful corruptions, E | 
as ſteeped in them? What ſhall make - 
our hearts clean, or renew a right © 
ſpirit within us, after the pollution ß 
ſo much guilt ; of guilt contracted 
perhaps in weakneſs, but accumu- 6 
lated by licentiouſneſs ? To ſo won 
derful a renovation the influence f 
the holy ſpirit of grace will be al. 
lowed to be abſolutely neceſſary. But, 
in the preſent caſe, is regeneration 
any more ſupernaturally than natur- 
ally to be expected? Is not this that 
holy ſpirit whom we have continually 
refiſted, grieved, and done deſpite to? 
Shall we not then have reaſon to ap- = 
prehend that God will entirely fake 
his holy ſpirit from us? And, if fo, = 
what place of repentance ſhall we find? © 
Shall we not too probably go ont 
. of 
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of the world with hearts judicially 
hardened? not penitents, but blaſ- 
phemers? not remembring God, but 
denying him ? At leaſt not remembring 


him with a faving remembrance, and 


under the endearing characters of 


creator, redeemer, and ſanctifier, but 
under the more tremendous ones of 


ſovereign, avenger, and judge? and 
ſo, inſtead of departing in peace, 
entring upon our eternal ſtate either 
with irreverence, or with terror, or 
with deſpair ?---It is true the aſſur- 


ance is general and comfortable, that 


through Chrift we have acceſs by one 
Spirit unto the Father ; and we are 


exhorted to come boldly unto the throne 


of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, | 
and find grace to help in time of need: 


but it is likewiſe as true, that theſe 


and the like general declarations of 


mercy, and invitations of grace, admit 


of certain caſes of exception; and the 
B 2 bare 
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bare poſſibility of ours being in the 


number of ſuch, is an argument a 
bundantly ſufficent to engage us be- 
times in all pious and prudent me- 
thods of prevention. 
But let us turn our eyes from this 
melancholy proſpect to a more pleaſ- 
ing and more enlivening ſcene. Let 
us take a view of the good old man 
who hath all his days walked before 
God in truth, aifd with a perfect heart; 
who poſſeſſes the virtues, not the ini- 
quities of his youth; who hath appr 
weathered all the ſtorms raiſed, 
ll diſturb and obſtruct his ſpiritual = 
W ſage, by the world, the fleſh, and 
S the devil; and is at length in fight 
of the bleſſed haven where he would 
be.---The whole life of this man is 
an incentive to piety, and a reproach 
to ungodlineſs. It filences the per- 
verſeſt objections, and puts to ſbame 
the 
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the moſt ſpecious pretences. His 
youth ſpent in the ſervice, and to the 
* honour of his Maker, yields a de- 
monſtration that virtue is not a thing 
= fanciful, but practicable; and that 

the ſpring-tide of our lives, which is 
too commonly regarded as the pro- 
vince of vice, is really but its prize. 
The uniformity of his conduct 
throughout, his moderation and ſelf- 
= government, his attention to thin gs 
temporal, whether of a ſerious or 
pleaſureable nature, under the re- 
ſtraints of reaſon and religion, are 
an inconteſtable proof of the conſiſt- 
ency of worldly with ſpiritual pur- 
X ſuits, and of paſſion with enjoyment. 
Thus happy in a conſcience void 
of notorious and preſumptuous of= 
| fence, he triumphs in the ruins of 

B nature, and ſmiles in the face of the 
7 King of terrors.---Though the ſpot 
1 he at preſent ſtands upon be barren 
„55 3 and 
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[1 © and unpleaſant, yet he has a glorious 


| country lying before him. As from 
1 the top of mount Piſgab, he views 
the heavenly Canaan, the lot of his 
N everlaſting inlieritance; but with this 
| comfortable circumſtance, that he is 


— — ͤU— 


not, like Moſes, reſtrained to a ſhort 
glimpſe of thoſe delightful regions, 

but is juſt upon the point of being 

tranſlated to them. to 


With this animating and no 
leſs juſt repreſentation of the good 
man's latter end, I ſhall conclude 
What 1 had to urge in proof of the 
duty and expediency of an early piety. 
All that remains is to add a word or 
two of particular exhortation.---And 
firſt let me addreſs myſelf to thoſe 
. that are young among us, and con- 
gratulate them on the noble advan- 
lage they poſſeſs, in having it in their 

you ſtrictliy to follow the advice of 
the 
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the text. Let them not then raſbly | 
throw away ſo great a privilege, Let 
them, if they would remove ſorrow 


from their hearts, fly from fin as from 


the face of a ſerpent; aſſuring them- 


ſelves that youth, devoted to luſt and 


intemperance, will be found to be 
vanity in the worſt ſenſe; and that it 
may e be too late to remember 
their Creator, but cannot poſſibly be 
too ſoon.---As for thoſe that are ar- 
rived at the middle ſtage of life, and 
have not yet remembered their Creator, 


or however not ſo duly and regularly 


as they ſhould have done ; let theſe, 
walk more circumſpettly for the future, 
and endeavour, as much as in them | 
lies, to redeem the precious time they 
have loſt. Let them implore the 
divine Grace to enable them to reco- 
ver that ſimplicity and innocence, 


which their converſation with the 


world has corrupted and debauched. 
In 
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In a word, let them be converted, and, 


to all ſpiritual intents and purpoſes, 


become as little children.-—-And if there 
ſhould be any among us, who are ſo 

unhappy as to have got into the de- 
cline of life, without- yet having 
learned the wiſdom which leadeth 


unto ſalvation, let them beſtir them- 


ſelves at leaſt before it is abſolutely 
too late. A caſe deplorably danger- 
ous is not therefore to be peremp- 


torily pronounced deſperate. God can 


touch the heart of a ſinner at any 
time; neither does repentance derive 


its weight from its length or forma- 


lity, but from its earneſtneſs and 


fincerity. At worſt---in any ſitua- 


tion, men ſhould rather be preſſed 
to repentance from a conſideration 


of its neceflity, than deterred from 


it by a poſitive declaration of its in- 
effectualneſs. But from what has 


been ſaid we cannot help drawing 


one 
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On Human Infirmity. 
2 KinGs viii. 13. 
And Hazael ſaid, But what is thy 


Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do 
this great thing ? 
HE great ple of hiſtory in 
general is this it furniſhes us 
with many excellent directions and 
inſtructions for our xewa-moral con- 
duct, in the relations it gives of us 
perſons who have diſtinguiſhed them- | 
ſelves either by their virtues, or their 
failings in paſt ages. The hiſtorical 
pants, of Moly. aripture ages clpeci- 
ally recommend emſelves to our - 
af ne” attention 
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attention -this -nobvtint ; and 
perhaps none more than the paſſage 
from whence my text is taken, and 
whieh T propoſe as the ground of tie 
prgſant diſcourſe. The paſſage at 
large is as follows. ---Benhadud, king A 
of Syria, being much indiſpoſed, and Xt 
underſtanding that the prophet Era == 
was at Damaſcus, diſpatches Hazael 6 | 
the general of his forces to him with It 
his requeſt, ſeconded by a conſidera- 1 
ble preſent, — that he would enquire 4 
of the Lord whether he ſhould reco- 3 
ver. After Ehſha had given his k | 
anſwer, he fixed his eyes on the meſ- nn 
ſenger with an earneſtneſs that con- ; 
founded him; and at length burſt 
into tears. A behaviour ſo particu- + 
lar naturally produced in Hazael a = 
curioſity to know the cauſe. And E 
HAZ ABL ſaid, why weepeth my ord? 
And he anſwered, becauſe I know the 


evil thou wilt do unto the children of 
ISRAEL 


e 

1 

n 
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ISRAEL; their Prong holds wilt thou 


et on fire, and;their young men wilt 


thou flay with the fivord, and will daſh 
their children, and tip up their women 
201% child. And HaZART faid,, but, 


what is thy ſervant. à fag. that le 


ſhould do this great thing ?---This 
-haſty, abrupt expoſtulation ſeems to 


proceed from a noble.reſentment in 


the ſpeaker, a virtuous abhorrence of 


the unnatural cruelties which it is 


foretold he ſhould commit. He ad- 
| dreſſes the prophet with a becoming 
warmth and vehemency. What, am 


Ja dog? Do you think me ſo utterly 


void of all humanity as to be capable 


of barbarities, the very mention of 


which fills me with horror ? 


We may ſuppoſe ehen that at this 
inſtant Hazae/'s heart was innocent 
of the bloody deſigns which he fo 


ſoon afterwards put in execution. 


Soon 
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| Soownftervindeed for we find by 
the ſacred ſtory, that he was impa-k 
tient to fulfil the prophet's prediction 
that he ſhould be king over Syria. 
The very next day he found means 
to diſpatch his maſter ; and, in con- 
me of that villainy, reigned in 
Bis flead.---An action fo qppoſite to 
the good impreſſions had 
appeared to diſcover; fo inconfiſtent 
with the feemigg delicacy of his con- 
ſcience, and his ſtrong refentment of 
the imputation of inhumanity, can- 
not but affect us ith a variety of 
ſuitable emotions. Fis-het᷑ eaſy to 
fay whether we ſhould be moſt diſ- 
guſted, or diſtreſt, by this ing 
ga of human mans il ; 
P2101 il 
And yet, ſtriking, as it is, every VE 
day produces inftances in a manner 
parallel, though not equal in degree. 
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to expreſs our abhorrence of vice 
when we are not ſolicited by tempta- 
tions, and equally liable to ſeduction 
when we are. We have but faint 
and imperfect notions of temptations 
from ſpeculation only. When they 
once attack our ſenſes, we find we 
have to do with a much more formi- 
dable enemy than we were aware of; 
we are invaded after a manner we di 
not expect; and feel that there are 
more weak parts in our conſtitutions 
than we were acquainted with before 
our ſpiritual engagements. 


cal inferences as. will naturally 


— 


an 


. Mie in his earthly ſtate is to be 
conſidered as beſet hk allurements 
e Temptations are ſorted, A Hy, de 
his ſeveral ſenſes; each of which is 
too frequently an inlet to ſin and 
wickedneſs. The bewitching pleas 

of theſe for their correſponding grati- 
fications will, for a time at leaſt, put 

to filence the remonſtrances of reaſon, 

and the reproaches of . conſcience it- 
ſelf. It is to this commanding influ- 
ence of our appetites and affections 
over us, upon certain occaſions, that 
| we are to aſcribe the inconſiſtencies 
and contradictions ſo obſervable in 
human conduct. Some of the wiſeſt 

| of men have been known to act in a 
kind of contempt of their own pur- 

poſes and reſolutions. 
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ticular ſtatesy- or ſituations, to which 
the mind is alike ſubject from its in- 
timate connexion with the body. The 
one is, when the ſpirits flow with ra- 
pidity, and ſwell the heart with a tu- 
multuous rapture and RE, 
which admits no fear, no g 
> no ſerious thou Dh 
= Lare i 422 des an inward 
EL temptation to fin ; and fatally prepare 
the mind for an eaſy reception of any 
that ſhall offer itſelf from without. 
The other ſtate is the reveſe of this. 
I mean that pleaſing indolence of the 
ſoul, which ſeems ſo much like com- 
placency and compoſure. ie in 
theſe treacherous moments of falſe 
tranquillityahabwe are moſt in danger, 
| becauſe danger is leaſt apprehended. 
"For-all-this—-while- reaſon is really 
lulled to ſleep, while the paſſions only 
ſeem to be ſo, that they may take 
the preſent advantage: Rat if any 
delightful * ſhould unexpectedly ; 
CG . protent. 
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preſent itſelf during this unactive 


ſtupour of the rational faculties, this 


ſtagnation of the mind, as we may 


call it, the ſpirits are inſtantaneouſly 


thrown into ſo violent an agitation, 
that we have no time for recollection; 


nor, , ſtrength ir refiſt- 
ance. 


- And bona it-is farther 3 hs. 


ſerved, that "there are fome kinds bf 
temptations to which we are more 


Hable than to others. This obſerva- 
tion is founded upon general experi- 


_ ence; and, were there oocaſion, might 


be illuſtrated by numbers of inſtances. 


The truth is- as there are very few 


whoſe reaſon and paſſions are natur- 
ally upon an equipoiſe, ſo there ace 
ſtill fewer whoſe paſſions are happily 
balanced with each other. This 
| Nate of mental equality; or indiffer- 


LNG be termed, is of all 
© others 
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others the moſt deſirable. But it too 
generally happens that there is ſome 
predominant affection which uſurps 
a dominion over the mind ; and to 
which all the other paſſions are ſub- 
ſervient.---And when all theſe active 
ſprings of the ſoul are thus united ag 
it were, and contracted into a point, 
that is into the one ruling paſſion, it 


= muſt needs. be that this, under the in- 


fluence of a proper object, ſhould act 

with a force and violence altogether 
irreſiſtible: eſpecially if we conſider 
how much it is encouraged by an 
unhappy ſelf-deluſion which too often 
accompanies it. After ſome ſtrug- 
gles, a man ſuffers himſelf to be borne 
away by the impetuoſity of that ap- 
petite Which he calls conſtitutional. 

Fer- in fact his reaſon is at length 
corrupted, and now pleads on the 
| fide of. the favourite defire. He 


grounds a fort of claim to a particu- 
C 2 | lar 
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Jar indulgence of his one  confeſſedly 
vicious habit in an | imaginary ſtock of 
merit, derived from his innocence 
with regard to vices to which he 
really has little or no propenſion. 
And, in this wretched ſtate of ſpiri- 
tual infatuation his falſe abſtinence is 
dienominated true virtue, while his 
vicious indulgences cover themſelves 
under the ans of e | 


J. 


>, 4 


-Baginy-<caftir® the Lind of the 
temptation, the degree is to be conſi- 
dered. For though we may refiſt a 
lower / temptation 
| which we are moſt obnoxious, yet, 
1 it is to be feared, an higher one of 
the ſame claſs, will ger the dominion 
over us.---Ambition doubtleſs was 
 Hazael's predominant paſſion ; but 
probably, the certain and immediate 
proſpect of ſovereign power was his 
inducement. to the murder of his 
| maſter, 


A 


R N 
maſter.Ffte cafe-· :- Me 


turally ſtudious to juſtify our 0wn- 


proceedings one way or another; and 
are ever ready to draw an apology for 
ſin from the ſtrength of enticement. 


If. we are wicked, we — .- 


; and are. 
led by a train of falſe reaſoning into. 


notion, that our innocence and 


virtue may excuſably be parted with 


upon what we cata valuable conſi- 


deration. | 


| noth& Circ\ hoe Nees * 
15 to b men \oned \under\thi * 


is opportunity. Perhaps the ee 
would be too general and ſevere, were 
we to obſerve that moſt men owe all 


their ſeeming goodneſs to the want 


of a favourable opportunity of ſin- 
ning. Hoyever, it may ſafely be 
aſſerted, thif nothing is more danger- 


ous even to real virtue than to be 


C * courted 
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courted by vice, and enticed by che 
enchanting concurrence of time, 
place, and privacy, How apt is the 
ſoul to diſſolve into a ſinful compli- 
ance, when a man can ſay to himſelf- 
no man ſeeth me? Conſcience reſtrains 
many, and its counterfeit, the fear of 
worldly ſhame, or puniſhment, more, 
from ſeeking and hunting after occa- 
ons of falling: but when theſe- are 
eemplaiſant as: te throw themſelves 
in our way, they try our ſtrength as 
well as our fincerity, and we ſhall 
have need of an obſtinate virtue as 
well as of good diſpoſitions to ſtand 
againſt them.---The charms of op- 
portunity were irreſiftible in the caſe 
of Hagael now before us.---The 
ſacred hiſtory after having told us 
(v. 14.) that he had returned the 
prophet's anſwer to his maſter, pro- 
reeds (v. 14.) thus: And it came to 
| paſs on the morrow that he took a thick 
chth, 
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cloth, and dipped it in water, and ſpread 
it on hrs face, fo. that be died. We 
muſt ſuppoſe that this favourite (for 
ſuch we may well imagine him to 
have been) had at all times acceſs to 
his royal maſter in private ; and are 
we to wonder at his taking advantage 
of a privilege fo convenient to his de- 

ſigns, and fo an to bis ambi- 
tion! 


And this ry caſe ſuggeſts fare — 
to us another circumſtance very un- 
favorable to human virtue; and that 

is, an alteration of our condition in 
life, I mean from an humbler ſtate 
to a more exalted one. Indeed, the 
bare views of an ambitious mind are 
too often in themſelves incitements to 
the moſt unjuſtifiable actions; nor is it 
in the nature of things to be expected, 
that conſcience ſhould take a ſtronger 
hold of a man after the attainment of 
an 
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an unlawful wiſh, than it did duting 
the proſecution of it. The ſtory of 

Hazael from firſt till laſt will warrant 

| the obſervation, There was not. a 

part of Eliſha's prediction, relative 

ceeither to the favourite's advancement, 


or to his conſequent conduct, but ge 
verified to-a-tittles What I would 


- principally remark here, however, is, 
that the change in queſtion, with 
reſpect to our virtue, is a moſt criti- 
cal one as ſuch. Promotion may at 
once be the reward of our merit; 
and a ſnare to our innocence. Pre- 
eminence has its peculiar temptati- | 
ons. Wealth and honour are very 
intoxicating things ; and the power 
of being wicked has before-now been 
conſtrued into a licence to be ſo.--- 
1 ſhalK not ſtay to exemplify, or. to 
enlarge theſe reflections; but deſire 
to recommend them to every hearer' 8 
ncrakons] uſe and *pplication, . . 


The 
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The inferences naturally ſuggeſted 
by theſe reflections on human in- 
firmity are---firſt---that inſtead of 
cheriſhing fond notions of our own n 
ſufficiency, we ſhould endeavour to 
| poſſeſs our minds with the truly 
Chriſtian virtue of humility.- Let 
him that thinketh be ftandeth, ſays _ 
apoſtle, rate heed left be fall: i. e. let 
him particularly take heed becauſe 
hae thinketh ſo; for it is that pre- 
ſumptuous thought which probably 
will betray him. In a ſpiritual ſenſe 


we cannot poſſibly be too apprehen- 


ſive of danger; a6 having no ene 
mies more formidable to deal with 
than thoſe we carry within us in the 

perverſeneſs of our nature, and the 
viciouſneſs of our inclinations. . And 
therefore to uſe the words, and apply 
the advice of the ſame apoſtle upon 


another occaſion Be not N 
wm but ll 


A qo ; 
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; for | 


6d Surg r direct us to worth kg We 
enter into temptation. The circum- 
ſpection therefore we are adviſed to 
is of an active nature; and includes 


our prudential uſe of all means to 
prevent the ſoul's s falling i into a ſtate 


of remiſsneſs and fecurity. Among 
theſe none deſerve to be recommended 
more than oceaftona} mortification 
and felf-denial. By the exerciſe of 
theſe we take advantages in our turn 


over the lufts which reign in our 


members; and keep ourſelves as it 
were in a poſture of perpetual de- 


fence againſt the attacks of our ad- 


verſaries in the Chriftian warfare. 
By voluntary forbearances from things 


permitted we become lefs liable to 
the allurements of * forbidden. 


It 
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"To" ed ed theſe - 
by we! gen 


| than they are. We are not 
willing to hear of any reftraint in =, 
purſuit of what are deemed harmlefs 
gratiftcations.---But let it be remem- 
bered, that liberty innocent in itſelf, 
may yet by no means be ſafe in its 
conſequences.--Beſides, it is often 
difficult to fix the exact boundary 
between that which is barely al- 
lowed, and that which is abſolutely 
prohibited. When we come ſo near 


the latter as to to - — upon it, it is 
but t. too likely w II £0 a ſtep far- 


ther. Her in this nice point tempta- 
tion lurks under a plauſible appear- 
_ ance; and conquers our virtue by 
op wn ho It. 


But after 2 the circumſpection we 
can uſe, a the preventive me- 


thods we can take, we fill, ee, 


carry 
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carry the principle of temptation 
within us, in our corrupt nature; 


and therefore another inference from 
theſe conſidergtions is, that we daily 


and earneſtly apply by prayer for the 


aſſiſtance of divine grace. This the 


Chriſtian covenant has promiſed to 
ſupply to the infirmities of thoſe who, 


by their own ſtrenuous endeavours to 
perform their duty, have made them- 
ſelves fit ſubjects for it. This is a 


new principle which comes in to the 


aid of feeble reaſon, and inſenſibly 
co- operates with it in the truly diffi- 
cult taſk of governing the paſſions. 


It is this which infuſes ſuch an 
heavenly temper into our minds, as 
takes off much from the allurements 
of finful pleaſure, and repreſents it 


to our unprejudiced view in its true 
light; a light very different from 


that falſe gloſs wherewith it dazzles 


the eyes of thoſe who are abandoned 


to 
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to ſenſuality.--"Tis this, in ſhort - 
which alone can prevent us from 
falling in the race that is ſet before us, 
or even if we fall, can enable us to 
recover ourſelves, and to Anis our 
courſe. | 


But there yet remains an inference 
which may fairly be deduced from 
this argument, and which I would 
leave as. a kind of corollary to the 
preſent diſcourſe.---It is this---that . 
the ſenſe of our frailty ſhould be a 
check to that diſpoſition we feel in 
ourſelves to cenſure the conduct of 
others.---If our neighbour be over- 
taken in a fault, our pride is very 
ready to make inſolent compariſons 
to the advantage of our own virtue; 
and like the Phariſee in the parable, 
we arrogantly thank God that we are 
not as this Publican, Whereas it 
would much better become us, on 
theſe 
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theſe occaſions, honeſtly to aſk our 


hearts theſe few plain but important 
queſtions :- Is the offence which I 


thus freely and contemptuouſly cen- 
ſure of that kind to which I have any 
propenſity ?---Should I be able to 
reſiſt an equal degree of temptation ; 
or an equally inviting opportunity ? 
---Should my {ſituation in life be 


altered, can I engage for my perſe- 


verance in my, preſent conduct and 
ſentiments? Or, if I continne to 
maintain my ground reſolutely againſt 


the attacks of ſin, and Satan, is it by 


my own ſtrength I do this? Is it not 
by the grace of God that I am what 
4 am? ?. 


In a word, our neighbour's fail- 
ings ſhould be matter of caution to 
us, and not of triumph. Surely, if 
we have the humility which I before 


recommended, we ſhall not need to 
be 
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be reminded of that folemn precept 
of our Saviour.--- Fudge not that ye be 
not judged.---It is this humility which 
will help to qualify us for that mercy 
to which we muſt all appeal in the 
dreadful day of univerſal account; 
when all our ſinful thoughts, words, 
and works ſhall be brought into judg- 
ment, and, (the merits of our Re- 
deemer apart) we ſhall have little to 

plead in our own behalf but a due 
| ſenſe of our perſonal infirmities, and 
a Charitable compaſſion for thoſe of 
our brethren. 
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The N N 8 and Rability 
of e Joys. 


Rejoice in the Lord FR „ and . 
I. ſa * 2 — 


HOUGH the greater part of 
the practical directions and in- 

tructions which we meet with in the 
goſpel more immediately reſpect our 
moral conduct, there are however 
not a few which may with greater 
propriety be ſaid to concern only the 
general frame and caſt of our minds; 
and ſhould accordingly be conſidered 

rather as exhortations than com- 
S - me 


8 
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mands, rather as encouragements ; 


than injunctions. The piece of ad- 
vice contained in the text is evidently 


a paſſage of this nature. Rejoice in 
the Lord ahways, and again T fay re- 


_ Joice. The expreſſion here is very 


' ſtrong and em phatical, and muſt be 
underſtood to import thus much ;-«= 


7 that our religion will ſupply us with, 


an inexhauſtible fund of comfort and 


| ſistisfactian in all caſes, and under 


all circumſtances whatſoever. - And, 


agteeably, it may be worth obſerv- 
ing, that our apoſtle delivers himſelf 


in this place in much fuller terms 


than he does in a parallel one, in his 
ftſt epiſtle to the Theſalonianc. There 


it is-Rejoice evormore: here- - Re- 
Joree in the Lord always. It is farther 
to be remembered too that this word of 
eubortation was given in the earlieſt 
age of the church, and at a time 


woe al and porſerution. aroſe 


P 
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purely fot. religions Take. Even in 
thoſe days, the holy penmen repre- 


ſent the ſtedfaſt profeſſion of the 


Chfiſtian faith, as a never- failing 
ſource of conſolation, from the happy 
effects it produced, and the glorious 
preſpects it afforded. My brethren, 


cut it all joy, ſays St. James, when 
S fall into divers temptations ; knows 


ing this, that the trying of your faith 


 worketh patience. To the ſame pur- 


poſe 4 >Rle declares to his Roman 
converts, that ve, i. e. all faithful 
Chriſtians rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God and not only fo, but we glory 


in tribulation alſo, ſays he, knowing . 


that tribulation worbeth patience ; and 
palſy: " experience ; and experience, 
In like manner St. Peter ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to Chriſtians in ge- 
neral. Beloved, think it not Hrange 
concerning the frery trial, which is to 


in you;-=-but rejoice, inaſmuch a- e 
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are  partaters of. Chriſt's. ſu ufferings ; 
that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye 


may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. 

All which paſſages of holy writ, and 
many more which might be pro- 
duced, ere there ocaſion, are per- 
fectly agreeable to the doctrine, and 
aſſurances of our great law-giver him- 


ſelf, long before. Bleſſed are ye, 


8 Aays Hie, when men ſhall. revile you, and 


perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner 
F evil againſt you falſly for my ſake ;. 
rejoice, and be exceeding glad ; for great 
7s your reward in hegven.---Now: if 
the caſe of the firſt Chriſtians could 
fairly admit of ſo much real allevia- 
tion and ſolid comfort, how much 
more will Fhat of us, their deſcend- 

ants in the faith, #sFmay ſay,/whoſe 

milder lot it is to enjoy the benefits 
. and advantages of the goſpel, with- 
out being ſubject to thoſe extraordi- 


r difficulties and dangers, with 


which 
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which the profeſſion of it was once 
to io violent a degree attended ? Pe 
Let us inquire then, whether, in the 
ordinary courſe of human life, and 
as matters are now circumſtanced, | 
we ſhall not be able to find in the 
practiſe of duties required of Chriſti- 
ans, and amongſt the qualifications 

they may be-ſuppoſed to be poſſeſt of, 
and the privileges they are entitled to, 
abundant ground and reaſon truly 
and properly to rejoice in the Lord 
always. 


In purſuance of this inquiry, let 
us, firſt, conſider the faith of a Chriſ- 
tian. What then does the Chriſtian 
believe; and what connexion is there 
TS the articles of his belief and 
the act of refoicing? -The Chriſtian 
believes, and upon the ſureſt grounds, 
that the God who made him, is ever 
watchful to protect, to bleſs, and 
D 3 preſerve 


ey * by! Wi a W 
in this life; and, what is infipitely 
more, that he will reward him with 
a bleſſed eternity in another: and this 
not only in the immortality of his 
ſoul, but in the renovation of his 
too even its reſurrection to the ſame 
immortality.-— Indeed when we look 
with the eye of faith into the won- 
derful ſebeme of human redemption 
in general; When we reflect on the 
ſatisfaction made to divine juſtice by 
the ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt upon the 
croſs; even the all- ſufficiency of 
thoſe merits which root away the fins 
of the world, we have in ſuch conſi- 
deration a never-failing ſpring of 
exquiſite deen ang Joy un- 
paakable. Ry 


And to this * of rejoicing We 
may naturally ſabjoin hope ; which 
Aller mn. faith 257 in this, that 
ä 
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it is the application of thoſe Pleafing | 
truths, which we believe in general, 
to our own particular caſe and per- 
ſons. And how can a Chriſtian but 
rejoice in a hope like this? How can 
he but- exult in the words of the 
Pfalmiſt-- - my beart is glad, and my 
glory refoicethb, my fleſh alſo ſhall reft 
in hope? Such is the hope (as the 
apoſtle expreſſes it) which mateth 
not aſhamed, becauſe it is founded 
upon true. faith, and- upon good 
works, which are ever the fruits of 
| it,--=We have here then another 
| ſource of pleaſure and comfort, and 
an ample one too. The ſure effect 
of a good life is a good conſcience. 
And by this the religious man is ſa- 
tisfied that his faith is not vain, and 
conſequently that his hope 7s ſure and 
ſedfaſt; not that of the Hpocrite, 
which muſt periſb for want of a proper 
foundation. Let a man but ſecure 
. this 


- 
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hid: boſetwctriend;-andithe ag 


if he can. Pleaſant and heart-warm- 


ing reflections will be as natural to 
bim as his very being. For in all 


fituations his rejoicing will be this-== 
the teſtimony of his conſcience.---And, 


by- the way, it will be no ſmall 


ground of inward ſatisfaction to us, 


no inconſiderable encouragement to 
our working out our ſalvation in the 
performance of Chriſtian duties, to 
be aſſured of the aſſiſtance of the 
bleſſed ſpitit of grace, upon our 
earneſt and ſincere application for it; 


and to know that, notwithſtanding 


the reluctances of frail nature, the 
violence, or the blandiſhment of 


temptation, we can do all things 


through Chr; if which FRO Us. 


Mut farther” ah. are. 3 


Chriſtian graces, . from the practiſe of 
which Joy is inſeparable, To in- 
tance. 


/ 


Hh 
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Ratice-in-that of charity only. This 


is, if I may ſo call it, a principal 


ingredient in the Chriſtian life: - if 
we conſider it abſtractedly, as a diſ- 
poſition or temper of mind, it is the 
ſource; if we regard it as exerted in 
action, it is the complex of all ſocial 
virtues. Now the exerciſe of theſe 
is confeſſedly delightful ; as to be 
unſocial is to be eminently unhappy. 
For to be unſocial is to be ill-natured, 
proud, envious, revengeful, malici- 
_ ous, ſelfiſh ;---diſpoſitions. manifeſtly 


tending to render a man miſerable in 


himſelf, and to provoke others to en- 


deavour to make him ſo. But charity 


is the reverſe of all theſe bad qualities; 


and conſequently a man influenced 


by this principle, is firſt at harmony 
with himſelf, and then in courſe with 
others; and the reſult is, that he 
muſt be happy on both theſe accounts. 
---As to the more immediate acts of 

; charity 
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charity and benevolence, ſenſible 
minds are well acquainted with the 
delicate gratifications ariſing from the 
performance of them.---It may be 
truly faid, there is a pleaſure in doing 


| good which nond but the doer knows. 
---Here then is a ſource of rejoicing 


not barely always, but everlaſtingly ; 
for charity, in its full extent, and im- 
plying both the love of God and of 
our neighbour, as it is the chief 
branch of our religion upon earth, fo 
will it be the whole of it in heaven. 


But; let us yet-farther, under this 
argument, take a ſhort view of the 
duty, and at the ſame time the privi- - 
lege of proyer.---The light of nature 
could in the darkeſt ages direct goad - 
men to addreſs themſelves to the 
Supreme Being. But that their 


Prayers would be acceptable to him, 


and conſequently beneficial to them- 


ſelves, 


SERMON III. 39 
ſelves, they could not be abſolutely 
aſſured. How happily different is 


the caſe with-us- Chriſtians ? We are 


not only commanded to pray, but 
graciouſly given to underſtand that 
our prayers will be effectual, if offered 
up in the name, and through the 
merits of our divine Redeemer. Hi- 
therto, fays he to his diſciples, ye 
have afked nothing in my name; aſk, 


and ye fhall receive, that your joy may 


be full, And furely it muſt be matter 


of great joy to us to have always 


acceſs unto the Father, in a pious con- 
fidence, that F we aſe any thing-ac- 
cording to his will, he heareth us, and to 
know, that we are in the hands of a 
gracious God, who giveth to all men 
liberally, or, if he refuſes, refuſes in 
Mercy. In this caſe, man's commu» 
nication with heaven is free and open; 
and he is even invited to it by the 
ſtrongeſt motive. The pleaſures of 


religion 
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religion are kept alive by, and indeed 
chiefly. center in this godly habit. In 
proportion as we acquire a taſte for 
it, we improve our love of virtue, to 
gether with our reliſh for intellectual 
and ſpiritual delights; and he that 


prays without cegſing, has the beſt 


qualification and title to rejorce ever- 
more. Accordingly the latter precept 
immediately precedes the former in 
the firſt epiſtle to the The/alonzans, 
and both might very well be thrown 


into one ſentence ;---that ye may 
"es evermore, t without ceaſing. 


— 


To all this we may add, that a 


_ conſiderable part of our devotions is 
a direct and immediate exerciſe of 
joy and gladneſs ; that, for inſtance, 
which conſiſts in praiſe and thankſ- 
giving; -in ſetting forth the noble acts 


of the Lord; in telling of his ſalva- 


tion N day to day - -and in cele- 


brating 
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brating his diſpenſations of mercy 
and grace in pſalms, and fans, and 
Jpiritual ſongs ; and with expreſſions 


not merely of joyfulneſs and feſtivity, 
but even of tranſport, and triumph. 
Indeed the moſt ſolemn act of our 


holy religion is an act of this nature. 
I need not ſay, I mean the celebration 


of the Lord's ſupper. It is accord- 
ingly called the Euchariſt ; and it is 
called by no term more proper, or 
ſignificant; becauſe, though accom- 
panied, upon obvious accounts, with 
circumſtances of penitence, and hu- 
miliation, it is nevertheleſs the com- 
fortable memorial of the moſt won 
derful inſtance of divine goodneſs 
and mercy towards us; and, as ſuch, 


our higheſt ſacrifice of grateful ado- 


ration, and rapturous thankſgiving.— 
Nay, theſe very exerciſes of contrition 
and humiliation, whether at the par- 
ticipation of the bleſſed Sacrament, 
En, 
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62 SERMON Ul. 
or on any other occaſion, together ; 
with ſuch other religious Kochel as 
circumſtances may render ſometimes 
neceſſary, are, all of them, at leaſt of 
a joyful tendency, as having their 
fruit unto holineſi, and the end ever- 
laſting life.—-He who came into the 
world to call Jinners to repentance, as 
well as faith in him, expreſsly pro- 
nounces a blefling on mourners, And 
ſhall ot the mourners fot” fin come 
under this character? And ſhall they 
not be comforted even in this world, 
and even under the circumſtance of 
motifning ? They certainly are by this 
refreſhing conſideration, that their 
' forrow will not be ineffectual, but 
will waſh away their fins, and avert 
the divine vengeance. A moſt com- 
fortable proſpe& this, which will 
warm the heatt, though it faints 
under a ſenſe of guilt, and encou- 
rage it to a thorough reformation : an 


p ; event 
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event of the utmoſt importance, and 


one of the moſt apt occaſions of e. 


joicing to the ſoul which can befall it 


on this ſide eternity.---In-a-word--- 
the ſorrow of the world worketh death ; 
as df apoſtle ſtrongly expreſſes him- 


felf ; but, as he obſeryes at-the ſame 


time; godly ſorrow worketh repentance 


to ſalvation not to be repented of: and 


therefore if God healeth the broken\jn 
heart, where is their cpmplaint ! Of, 


what 18 there ſad and diſconſolate in 


the caſe of repenting finners, if hey 
that Jow in tears ſhall rea in joy? 


Such a foie of the 4 1 


privileges of Chriſtians ; and it ap- 
pears that they are ſeverally, and 
much more collectively, a moſt rea- 


ſonable ground of ſatisfaction to the 


mind; and therefore that we may 
juſtly reforce in the Lord always. De- 


A and n even in 
worldly 


_ 
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Y worldly diſtreſs will not- become a 


Chriſtian ; they will argue a propor- 
tionable weakneſs of faith; a want 
of the ſupports of a perfectly clear 
conſcience ; inſincerity, in ſhort, or 
imperfection with reſpect to ſome of 
the qualifications above-mentioned; RF  * 
inſomuch that when' the apoſtle ex- = 
horts us to rejoice always, he, in effect, 
_ directs us to be good men, and good 
Chriſtians.---For though religion 
does not alter the nature of things, 


or make affliction of any kind deſira- 1 

ble as ſuch, yet it furniſhes us with 8 

motives to contentment, and chear- 1 

ful reſignation, from our reflection C 
on the gracious deſign of Providence |? 
with which it is ſent, and on the A 
felicity in which it will finally termi- 4 


nate. Our light afſtiction (ſaxs- ur 

apoſtle- again) which is but for a mo- 

ment, and worketh for us a far more 

3 _ and eternal werght of glory. 
24 In 
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In general, however, experience may 


- Convince, us, that, even in this life, 
the ways of religion are ways of plea- 
ſantneſ5, and all her. paths peace; as 
leading to health, by temperance ; to 
reputation, by integrity; to abun- 

dance, by induſtry; and $0 true plea- 
ſure, by moderation: {6 that we may 
readily ſubſcribe to the ſentiments of 
the royal preacher, that there is no 
good, no real ſatisfaction in the things 
* of this world, but as they are enjoyed 
4 with a religious ſenſe of matters ; 
x and that the only ſure way for a man 
1 to rejoice, is to do good in his life. 


5 won. be oe 


Me ſee then that the joy which is 
4 recommended to Chriſtians is not 
ſenſual, but intelleQual joy ; a joy of 
the underſtanding rather than the 
affections. It is rejoicing in fpreit, 
the ſuperior part of man's compo- 
fition, and upon motives the moſt 
E — intereſt- 
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66 SERMON III. 
intereſting; if he will but attend to 


our own nature and the expectations 
within us. This diſtinguiſhes it ſuf- 


ficiently from that fathy*#irch which 


too frequently ends in heavmeſs ; t. 


at beſt plays about the ſurface of 
heart, and as it is raiſed by the moſt 
trivial occaſions, vaniſhes likewiſe 


with them. This diſtinguiſhes it 
from that counterfeit gaiety and 


ſprightlineſs of riot and intemperance, 
which cannot endure the teſt. of ſeri- 
duſneſs, and much leſs of forrow ; 
which owes its very exiſtence to ab- 
ſence of thought; and differs as much 


from ſolid ſatisfaction as the ravings 
of a delirium do from the ſober gaiety 
and chearfulneſs of health. In ſhort, 


the religious joy we have been ſpeak- 


ing of, is not an accidental, or occa- 
ſional companion, but a conſtant and 


ſteady friend; a friend which will 


ſtand by us in diſtreſs ; and adminiſ- 


ter 
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ter comfort at leaſt, under circum- 
ſtances that ſeem moſt incapable. of 
delight. The principle will be the 


fame throughout, though it will oper- 
ate in a different manner and degree, 


in different ſtates and conditions of 


life. In proſperity, it will be chear- 


fulneſs, and innocent enjoyment; 


patience in tribulation ; and courage 
and conſtancy, in perſecution itſelf : 

but below tranquillity and peace of 
mind 1t-will never fink ; that being 
a peculiar, bequeſt to Chriſtians from 
their bleſſed Lord and Maſter. Peace 


T leave with you, ſays he, my Mr. 7 | 


give unto fn 


It is now time to conclude with a 
ſhort proteſt againſt certain doctrines, 
and uſages totally abhorrent from the 


ſubſtance of what I have been deli- 


vering, and repreſenting religion as 
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. 


an un- amiable and ill-natured, a 
ſorrowful and melancholy ſyſtem.--- 


I have here in view the practiſes of 
thoſe of the Roman commfinion, who 


ſeem to have thought that there is no 


religion in the world but that which 


is in a manner out of it; who baniſh 


picty to cells and cloiſters ; and place 
it in unnatural vows and dedications ; ; 
in corporeal auſterities, and the rigor 
of unremitted diſcipline. But I need 


not dwell upon this topic, as among 
us the danger to pure religion comes 


not from this quarter, but from the 
directly oppoſite one of ſenſuality and 
licentioufneſs.---The doctrines I al- 
lude to are of much more conſe- 
quence; which are thoſe of election, 


grace, and predeſtination, as they have 


been held, taught, and inculcated by 
men of more denominations than one. 


According to their tenets, the far 


greater 
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greater part of mankind are appointed 
to wrath, everMſting miſery, by 
an abſolutefand irreverſible decree of 
God for that purpoſe.---Horrible 
poſition ! extorted from ſcripture 
miſrepreſented, or miſunderſtood ; _ 
having no real foundation but in the 
gloomineſs of melancholy, or the 
falſe claims of pride ; and leaving the 
beſt of men in a ſtate of that diſmal 
uncertainty which is no more a 
ground for rejoicing, than it is an 
encouragement to virtue.---I have 
not room however, or occaſion to 
enter into any farther confutation of 
it than may, in effect, be found in 
the foregoing conſiderations. Let 
it ſuffice in this place to obſerve, that 
we may venture to pronounce it 


unchriſtian, becauſe it is uncom- 
ane 
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pears to be a delightſome; as well 


as reaſonable ſervice ; and therefore 


IL. have no need formally to infer our 


particular obligations to that act of 


it which conſiſts in praiſe and thankſ- 


giving.---If a man will aſk him- 
ſelf that queſtion of the pfalmiſt; 
---What ſhall I render unto the Lord, 


for all his benefits towards me ?---He 


cannot well avoid anſwering in his 
words I will take the cup of ſal- 
vation, and call upon the name. of the 


Lord; I will offer to thee the ſacrifice 


of thankſgiving ; I will pay my vows 
unto the Lord, in the preſence of all 


lis People 3 3 in the courts of the Lord's 


bouſe ; in the midſt of thee, O Feru- 


alem. -The connexion is moſt evi- 


dent between gratitude and good- 


| neſs; a ſenſe of benefits, and an 
earneſt defire to expreſs that ſenſe 


as 


— 
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as far as we are able. In the pri- 
vileges of religion are conveyed to 
us the greateſt bleſſings we are capa- 


ble of receiving; and the only return 


we can make to our Almighty Donor, 
and. Benefactor is to- PRAISE HIS 
HOLY NAME. 
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SERMON IV. 


A Viſitation Sermon. 


The necelũty and means of preſerv- 


ing the Miniſterial Character from 
contempt. 


1 TIN. IV. 16. 


7. ake hid unto thyſelf, and unto thy 


Doctrine. 


E T no man deſpiſe thy KEN | 

are the apoſtle s words of cau- 
tion to Timothy in the 12th verſe of 
this chapter; and theſe together with 
thoſe to Titus in the 2d chapter of 
his epiſtle to him, v/z. Let no man 
deſpiſe thee, are manifeſtly applicable 
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74 SERMON IV. 
all periods of the church, and to all 
orders of the Chriſtian clergy. We 
never could be reminded of them 
however with more propriety than in 
theſe days of blaſphemy, profaneneſs, 
and infidelity, when ſo many take an 
impious pleaſure in vilifying things 
ſacred, and would be happy in the 
diſcredit done to religion itſelf by the 
imprudent, or immoral conduct of 
its miniſters.---In this ſituation of 
things, it is needleſs to. obſerve how 
abſolutely impracticable it will be to 
diſcharge the duties of our holy func- 
tion with tolerable ſucceſs, under 
circumſtances of deſerved reproach, or 


in theſe: epiſtles to Timethy and Titus, 
lays: down a, conſiderable number of 
rules and directions relating to the 
epiſcopal office, and the miniſterial 

charge in general, by attending to 
Which we ſhall ſtand clear of 49h, 


and, 
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and, by ſecuring the reverence and 
eſteem due to our ſpiritual characters, 
eventually ſave ourſelves, and, it is to 
be hoped, the greater part of them 
that hear us: nothing being more 
conducible to the latter purpoſe, than 
that he rat is taught ſhould have a 
high opinion of bim that teacheth. I 
do not think it neceſſary to tranſcribe 
here theſe ſeveral precepts, becauſe I 
ſhall have occaſion to mention the 
| moſt material of them as I proceed in 
my deſign. Indeed they are all of 
them virtually comprized in the ſingle 
one of my text ;---Take heed unto thy- 
elf, and unto 72 doetrine. 
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The mann of this precept 5 
therefore ſhall be the ſubject of my 
diſcourſe _ the preſent occaſion; 
---Which I ſhall conclude with a 
ſhort, but ſerious addreſs to our 
brethren of the laity. 

| | In 


76 SERMON IV. 
In the firſt place, take heed unto 
bye f,---fays the Apoſtle ;---1. e. 
have an eſpecial regard to thy moral 
character. The life of clergymen 
ſhould be more than barely irre - 
proachable ; it ſhould be exemplary. 
It is in a particular manner incum- 
bent on them to let their light fo ſhine 
before men that they may ſee their good 
works, and thereby be led to glorify 
in their own practiſe their Father 
which is in heaven.---Would we eſ- 
_ cape the cenſures which the world is 
fo over-ready to paſs upon our actions, 
we ſhould endeavour to be what our 
friends wiſh us to be, and our ene- 
mies repreſent us not to be. With 
this view we ſhould be careful in 
general to maintain a decent gravity 
in our converſation. That is, ſuch 
as is the genuine expreſſion of in ward 
ſeriouſneſs; the ballance, as I may 
| oy of a as heart, fixed by a con- 
ſciouſneſs 
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ſciouſneſs of integrity, together with 
an awful ſenſe of duty, between the 
two extremes of indecent levity and 
oſtentatious demureneſs. This is 
ſuch a gravity as becomes religion, 
and does not excite contempt and 
ridicule by an overſtrained endeavour 
to avoid it ; ſuch as does not exclude 
'a moderate and governable vivacity, 
and is not only conſiſtent with, but 
rather is chearfulneſs itſelf. Such as 
neither 7s, nor is liable to be m7 Halen 
for the affected appearance, but is the 
natural product of real ſanctity.-—— 
Indeed, nothing ſhort of ſuch ſanctity 
will anſwer our purpoſe. Becauſe 
the counterfeit is not eaſily main- 
tained between our.own conſciouſneſs 
of impoſture, and the beholder's pe- 
netration to diſcern it. A forced 
character is always aukward, diſa- 
= greeable, and liable to ſuſpicion, It 
| is very difficult to act a part without 
being 
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being ſeen to act it; and over- acting 
will be the moſt likely circumſtance 
to betray us. And when once what 
was ſuſpicious is plainly diſcovered to 
be hypocriſy, deteſtation follows con- 
tempt. Our own conſciences will 
join in condemning us, and juſtify 

the meaſure of ſcorn and abhorrence 
which we ſhall incur, and which will 
riſe in proportion to the dignity and 
ſacredneſs of the character we have 
n 


5 But to be a little more particular. 
Both our own intereſt, and that of 
religion, undoubtedly requires, that 
we ſhould act ſuitably to thoſe obli- 
_ gations which we are continually 
preſſing upon others. Indeed the 
efficacy of example is too well-known 
to be jnfiſted upon; and as it would 
be particularly abſurd in us to ſay and 
3 do not; FI will it on the other hand 
JN 5 | particu- 


SERMON IV. 79 
particularly become us to exhibit and 


diſplay in our own lives and conver- 
ſations, the amiableneſs, the reaſona- 
bleneſs, and the praCticableneſs of 


virtue. In the former caſe, we ſhall 


lay ourſelves open to many obvious 
cenſures and reproaches; in the latter, 
if we cannot reform the wicked, we 
hall at leaſt leave them wirhout ex- 


cuſe. In ſhort, a good example, as 
the reſult of our own conviction, will 
be moſt likely to convert the moſt 


obſtinate and abandoned y inner from 
the error of his ways ; and a bad one, 


notwithſtanding the force of our in- 
ſtructions, or the terrors of our threat- 


nings, will contribute more than any 


thing elſe towards confirming him in 


his iniquities, and frengthning him 
in his weben. To give directi- 
ons for our conduct upon every occa- 
fion would be endleſs and imperti- 
nent; it might be ſufficient to refer 
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80 SERMON IV. 
you to our apoſtle's practical directi- 
on to Timothy, contained in the re- 
mainder of the verſe before cited, and 
including the ſeveral heads, or articles 
of the moral character that becometh 
every Miniſter of the Goſpel. Be 
thou ſays he, an example of the believ- 


ers, in word, in converſation, in charity, 


in ſpirit, in purity. ---However, be- 


cauſe we live in an age in which the 


true ſpirit of Chriſtianity ſeems to 
have almoſt evaporated, if I may ſo 
. fay; in an age of buſtle, and Sree ; 


of luxury, and diſſipation; and be- 
cauſe the credit of religion itſelf 
depends more than ever perhaps upon 


the integrity, and diſcretion of its 
teachers; I ſhall take the liberty of 
recommending two or three rules or 
cautions to your moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration. They are briefly theſe.--- 
that we intereſt ourſelves as little as 
may be in the buſineſſes,---the con- 


tentions, 
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tentions, - rr the - pleaſures of the 
world. -Not that I would be under- 
ſtood to preclude, or forhid our juſt 


* 


care and reaſonable concern for our 
ſecular affairs, and legal rights and 


properties ;---or our interfering in 


civil diſputes as far as our judgments 


and conſciences may lead us ſo to do 
as members of the community ;z--- | 


or our innocent and moderate parti- 
cipation of the amuſements and re- 


creations of ſocial life. For ae alfa 


are men of like paſſions, infirmities, ap- 


petites, and intereſts with others. 
To pretend to be diveſted of theſe 
would be an affectation which neither 


paſt precedents, nor preſent experi- 


ence will countenance. The conſe- 


quence of ſuch pretences will be, 


that we ſhall either be deſpiſed as 
hypacrites, or ridiculed, or at beſt 
pitied as madmen and enthuſiaſts, 
rather than reyerenced and reſpected 
ye, N N 
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as Divines. In a word, if we duly 
attend to ſuch maxims as theſe,--- 
that there is but one thing needful ;--- 
that we ſavour not the things that be of 
men, but thoſe that be of God; and 
that we be not vers even of lawful 
pleaſure more than lovers of God; 
in ſuch caſe, I ſay, no inconvenience 
or prejudice will ariſe from our ne- 
ceſſary concerns in, and connexions 
with the preſent world.--- Theſe 
maxims indeed, by the way, deſerve 
the attention of the laity, - as well as 
ourſelves ;---but till it is to be re- 
membered, that on our parts defects 
will be leſs warranted, and fewer al- 
lowances made. | 


But, ſecondly, in order to ſecure 
ourſelves from contempt, it will be 
_ requiſite that we take heed unto our 
doftrine, as well as unto ourſefves.--- 
And this branch of St. Paul's precept 

will 
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will naturally be underſtood to im- 
port our knowlege of what we are to 
teach; Our readineſs to teach; 
and our prudence in the act or manner 
of teaching. In the firſt place it is 
neceſſary that we have knowlege to 


teach, and knowlege to defend the 


great doctrines of Chriſtianity. It is 
highly incumbent on iim whoſe pro- 


feſſion beſpeaks him a guide of the 


blind, Yo have the eyes of his own 


underſtanding opened to diſcern be- 


tween truth and error : as otherwiſe 


even a pious inclination to nſfru# 


will in fact occaſion him to zuſlead; 


in which caſe /zs diligence will be of 
worſe - conſequence than another's 


neglect. It is plainly a miniſterial 
duty to hold fa oft the form of found 
_ words; and it is as plain that this 
duty preſuppoſes a perfect knowlege 
of them, and ability to maintain 


: them againſt the gainſayers ; whoſe 
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mouths muft be tapped (as the apoſtle 
expreſſes it) for the ſake of others; 
if not, their own. It is true in the 
wide. circle of theological- learning, 
many trifling niceties, and obſeure 
ſubtleties occur, which a good man 
may be very ſafely ignorant of, and 
a wiſe man may juſtly conſider as 
fooliſh: and untearned queſtions, more 
apt to gender /firifes (as our apoſtle 
again expreſſes himſelf) than to ad- 
vance real or uſeful knowlege. But 
ſtill, our juſtifiable flight” of theſe 
matters, will by no means excuſe our 
groſs ignorance in points of ſpiritual 
conſequence, and eſſential to Chriſ- 
tian faith and practice. Such igno- 


rance is in an eſpecial degree unpardo- 


nable in an age, and country, where- 
in points of this nature are not only 
openly controverted, but challenges 
are alſo thrown out with a confident 
air, and the inſolence of triumph! 
| -=-ourely, 
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+709urely, when infidelity Creeps, as 
it were, out of books, into common 
and eyen vulgar converſation, and the 
very love of the people ſtart up pert 
diſputants in divinity, it is highly 
neceſſary that a Miniſter of the Goſ- 


pel ſhould be able to give @ reaſan of 


the hope that is in him, and the grounds 
of the faith au * ee 


And; farther, i in compliance ohh 


this part of the apoſtolical precept, 
he ſhould be ready to do this. Want 
of ability will be his diſgrace, and, 
what is worſe, the adverſaries boaſt ; 
but want of inclination. is, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, ſomething ſtill more re- 


proachable : becauſe * indolence is 


not only as unſerviceable as down- 
right ignorance, but is directly and 


immediately a fault of the heart.--- 


Unſkilfulne(s expoſes the cauſe of 
Chaſhanity, but inattention betrays 
RR W 3 1 
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it.---In ſhort, we cannot employ our 
talents to any purpoſe near ſo uſeful, 
ſo noble, or fo important, as that of 


promoting the honour of God, and 


the cauſe of truth; nor in the purſuit 

of ſuch a deſign can we poſſibly be 
actuated by a more laudable principle 
than that of zeal, which has know- 
lege for its foundation, prudence for 
its a and Ne for its * 


ny. 


It is . to 05 DO UII hint 
401 this exertion of our knowlege 
and of our zeal is by no means requi- 
fite, or rather would be extremely 
improper, and even ridiculous, in the 
general and ordinary courſe of our 
miniſtry. And accordingly I re- 
marked, that the act or manner of 
our teaching fell within the compaſs 
of this branch of St. Paul's precept 
in my text. ---Divines, as I ſaid, 

ſhould 
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ſhould be able and ready always to give 
an anſwer to every man that aſketh 
them a reaſon of the hope that is in 
them, and be prepared to confute, if 
not convince all that oppoſe themſelves ; 
but they ſhould by no means handle 
their weapons, or make a parade of 
their proweſs, when there is no 
enemy in the field. At proper times, 
in proper places, or before learned 
congregations, we cannot exert our- 
ſelves too much in the character of 
advocates of the great principles of 
our religion, and contenders for our 
holy faith; but to affect upon ordi- 
nary occaſions, and in our parochial 
churches, to enter into points of 
theological controverſy, and diſtin- 
guiſh ourſelves as able ſcholars, ſubtle 
caſuiſts, and profound divines, ſavours 
much more of oſtentation and vanity, 
than of zeal for God's glory, or our 


ls of truth. Such a conduct as 
this 
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this tends at beſt to aſtoniſh, rather 
- than edify, and, though it may pro- 
bably command the admiration and 
applauſe of the weak and illiterate, 
will not fail to be treated with deri- 
ſion by men of ſound ſenſe, and com- 


95 petent underſtanding. It behoves us 


then to accommodate our doctrine, or 
rather the manner of our preaching 
it, to the apprehenſions of our reſ- 
pective audiences; and to inſiſt only 
upon ſuch general and fundamental 
points of faith and practice, as are 
unqueſtionably deducible from the 
whole body- of the ſcriptures, 'and 
which Chriſtians in general may be 
profited by.---If 'we maintain upon 
proper occaſions the doctrine of the 
holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, as 

a ſcriptural doctrine, and a matter of 
expreſs revelation ;---the incarnation 
of the eternal Son of God the ſa- 
tisfaction made for the ſins of the 


world 
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world by the ſacrifice of Chriſt upon 


the croſs ;---the utter inability of 
man to work out his own ſalvation 


without the real, though not ſenſible. 


ſuggeſtions and aſſiſtances of the ſpirit 


of grace z -the nec eſſity of i mplor- N 


ing and depending upon thoſe aſſiſt- 
ances ;- -the inſignificancy of faith 
without works ;---the indiſpenſable 
obligations we are under to obſerve 
the practical laws and precepts of the 


_ goſpel, to be pious, humble, reſigned, 


juſt, charitable, chaſte, and temperate 
and every thing that is virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy ;- if we take care, 


I fay, occaſionally to inſtil theſe prin- 


— om 


ciples, and ordinarily. to inculcate 


theſe rules with freedom, and perſpi- 
cuity, we ſhall contribute more to- 


wards the maintenance of true reli- 


gion and virtue, and conſequently the 
ſalvation of ſouls, than we could 
ow: do by the niceſt {kill in caſu- 


iſtry, 
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iſtry, and ability to diſcuſs the moſt 
abſtruſe points of ſpeculation. In a 
word, whatever queſtions may be 
ſtarted upon different occaſions, and 
from different grounds and principles, 
the moſt material queſtion will always 
be- Mat muſt I do to be ſaved ?--- 
And, generally ſpeaking, this queſtion 
may fully be reſolved for the benefit, 
and to the ſatisfaction of thoſe com- 
© mitted to our charge,” without our 
concerning ourſelves with the difſ- 
putes that divide and harraſs the 
learned world, or entering into the 
intricacies of polemical divinity. 


erk 10 the full force and import 
of the apoſtolical precept in my text; 
and if theſe things are in us, and abound; 
if we are happily poſſeſt of the qua- 
lifications proper for the miniſterial 
function, what ſhall we leſs deſerve 


than contempt and light eſteem ? 
Might 
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Might we not rather hope for the 
reverence and affection of mankind ? 
For ſure, knowlege, virtue, and diſ- 
cretion | ſhould create and ſecure the 
reſpect and veneration of all men. 
And yet this is not ſo much the caſe 
eſpecially with regard to the clergy, 
as is reaſonably to be wiſhed.---I 
ſhall therefore take occafion, from 
my ſubject to conclude, as I propoſed, 
with a word or two of ſhort, but 
ſerious addreſs to our brethren of the 
laity. h ; SN 


They muſt give me leave to ob- 
ſerve then, that it is at leaſt as be- 
coming in them to be ſparing of their 
contempt, as it 1s in us to endeavour 
not to deſerve it. In the preſent ſtate 
of things, our demands of reſpe& 
from them are not of ſo high a nature, 

but, one would think, they might 
well be complied with. What do 

15 we 
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we more than put in our claim with 
the reſt of mankind to a treatment 


ſuitable to the character we ſupport ? 


- Nay, as humility is an eſſential 
part of that character, do we not abate 


ſomewhat of the reverence ſtrictly 
due to our holy function, that we 
may converſe among them in the 
more amiable and free ſpirit of con- 


deſcenſion and familiarity ?---Let no 


man 4% us for itt; but if it 
ſhould be found that we deſcend 
ſometimes from the dignity annexed 


to the office of Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, 
be it confidered as done for their 


ſakes, and for their ſpiritual profit, 


cheerfully attend to the doctrines we 


teach; and that perſuaſion may ac- 


company the freedoms of an intimate 

; and friendly communication.---Hard 

and mortifying therefore is our fate, 
and grievous our eee to 


find 


find ourſelves, after all our beſt en- 
deavours to deſerve reſpect by waving 

our extraordinary title to it, ſo fre- 
quently the objects of diſregard, con- 


tempt, and even ridicule.---I ſpeak 


not here of thoſe capricious and un- 


reaſonable diſguſts which ariſe not 


only from weak heads, but bad hearts, 
when men treat the ſacred orders 


with flight and contumely, becauſe 


they love neither the ſervants nor the 
ſervice of God, and boaſt themſetves in 
the privilege of profaneneſs ! If ſuch 


offences as theſe needs muſt come, then 
woe to them by whom they come. They 
come not by the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, who, by the way, are not 


chargeable with the ill conſequences 


of the contempt they could not with 
their beſt care and caution prevent ; 
and which is their misfortune inſtead 
of their fault. In this cafe, and in 
this caſe only, the injunction-- to 


let 


94 SERMON Iv: 


let no man deſpiſe us--=afte&ts not our- 


ſelves, and the guilt falls very heavy 
on the other fide. For theſe: deſpi- 
ſers are of the claſs, and come under 
the condemnation of thoſe who de/- 
piſe not men, but God.---But. beſides 
this firſt-claſs of corners, theſe irre- 
verent mockers of every thing ſacred, 


there are but too many who rather 
from the gaiety than the wickedneſs 
of their hearts, and more from in- 


conſideration than principle, accuſ- 
tom themſelves to ſpeak of us and 


our profeſſion at leaſt in a light and 


ludicrous manner: as though mirth 
and deriſion could fix on no properer 


object than the perſon and character 


of a ſleward f the myſteries of God. 
Is it the peaceable nature of our pro- 
feſſion which expoſes us to theſe in- 
ſults ?- Mean and unmanly are the 
aſſaults that are made upon the de- 


fenceleſs, and thoſe from whom ag 
greſſors 


ö 
| 
I 


. 
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| prefibes: apprehend no effects of re- 
ſentment.---Is it owing to the follies, 
or the vices of ſome few among us, 
that men with an undiſtinguiſhing 
ſeverity have fixed the marks of odium 
and reproach upon the Order in 


general ?---Where is the humanity, 
where is the candor, where is the 


equity of ſuch a proceeding ?---Let 


thoſe, who have juſtly forfeited the 
eſteem and reſpe& of mankind, bear 


their own burdens; but God forbid 
thoſe who have no fellowſhip with 


them ſhould ſuffer through them.--- 


The beſt of us indeed, (as was freely 


before acknowleged) are men of lite 


paſſions and infirmities with others; 


but ſurely it will be time enough to 


deſpiſe us for want of perfection, 
when we are preſumptuous enough 
to pretend 70 it.---It is unreaſonable 


that men ſhould require more of us 


than our common Lord and Maſter i 


does; 


. 
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an wie. that in | hmplici and godly 

fmeerity we have our converſation in 

' tbe wor/d.---In one word, let it be 
our care to ſee that ne man may have 
a juſt occaſion to deſpiſe us; to avoid 
giving offence in any thing by which 
the Miniſiry may Fes Fans ; and then 
our brethren of the laity will find 
themſelves both in duty and gratitude 
bound to ęgſteem us very gay in hove, 
fe our work s Jae.. 


— — e 2 9 * TIES 6 N 2 
2 2 9 0 -y > th ke) ES 2g 3 5 
- " — A of 3 4 8 6 a J Tp _ . * * L ”" — 
A —_ . « WOES YE, GS 4. 6 5 "I 7 
1 di — 8 ä 2 ² 5 8 IT 22 NX 0 
— — — at BID 41 bk . 1 CEE Oy e M Wer ye * 
— - 2 = e n 1 * : 7 Wie 4 \ = 22 q "gp C it 
. —— TIT ae 5 Pp n © wet 54 (2647 OS oy rn - r 1 W 
SA 2 e au FP F Va . : . N r 7 5 8 , 
aA AY rn ne , rn 4 NE ne - <2; 2 * 0 r 
Bs Gt Ei „ 3 f 4 : * 


SER AN V. 


Aa 


The Nature and Advantages of 
Devotion. 


PSALM. xxxvII. 4. 


Delight thou in the Lord, and he ſhall 
give thee thy heart's defire. 


which all our views tend, 
however different and oppoſite they 


may be in themſelves. Our end and 


object is the ſame, though the means 


uſed for the attainment vary accord- 


ing to the variety of our diſpoſitions, 
tempers, conſtitutions, and even pro- 
feſſions and occupations. For, the 
fact is, ny one almoſt has a ſyſtem 
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of his own, and is hurried round 
about the imaginary point, wherein 


he ſuppoſes all felicity to conſiſt, 
without ever being able to arrive at 


it: it being as certain that very few 


attain happineſs as that all ſeek it. 
Of the many adventurers who ſet out 
in ſearch of this captivating Something 
they know not what, there is ſcarce 
one who gains any other prize, any 


other reward of his labour, than 
trouble, vexation, and diſappoint- 


ment. And the reaſon evidently is, 
becauſe men proceed upon wrong 
principles, and are not really in pur- 


ſuit of happineſs, but of the appear- 


ance of it. Thus the covetous, the 


ambitious, and the voluptuous ' do 


indeed for the moſt part make uſe 
of the proper means for the attain- 
ment of their heart's defire, but are 
in the mean time totally deceived in 
their objects. With à great deal of 
toil 
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toil and uneaſineſs they perhaps fully 
accompliſh that deſire : the covetous 
man becomes rich; the ambitious 
aſcends the heights of pre- eminence; 
and the voluptuous wallows in ſenſu- 


ality ; but the misfortune is, the idols 


which they reſpectively worſhip moſt 
egregiouſly delude them, and diſap- 
point them in the very article of gra- 


tification. Happineſs is not to be 


found in riches, nor in power, nor 


in the pleaſures of this world.--- 
And as theſe are deceived by falſe 


appearances of things, and can never 
arrive at true happineſs becauſe they 
purſue a ſhadow for a ſubſtance; ſo 
there are others, who, though they 
have ſounder notions of its nature, 


yet are apt to be groſsly miſtaken 
with regard to the degree of it, which 


they are to expect in this tranſi- 
tory ſtate. The word---happineſs--- 
ſounds too full in the ears of ſuch 

G2. perſons, 
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perſons, and gives them an idea of 
ſomething entire, perfect, and un- 
allayed. The world contains nothing 
anſwerable to theſe moſt ſanguine 


expectations. We ſhall miſs 1 


portion of happineſs which lies before 
us, when our notions, or proſpects, 


are thus extenſive and unconfined. } 
Happineſs, in the ſtrict ſenſe of the 
word, is not of this world; it imports. 
nothing leſs than the felicity of 
| heaven, where only true and perfect 


enjoyments. are to be found. Ac- 


cordingly, the good Chriſtian does | 


not pray for happineſs in this world ; 


he is content with that meaſure of 
it, which riſes no higher than to 
peace and quietneſs; his moderate 


deſires extend not beyond the com- 


forts of this life; they are deſires 
which ſuppoſe and imply that mix- 

ture of ſweet and bitter of which the 
cup of we moſt righ teous is com- 


Poſed 'Þ 
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tice, or, as the text in a 


SERMON V. 101 

poſed . thoſe changes and chances 
which are the lot of our common 

mortality. It will neceffarily follow 
then from this conſideration, that a 
religious life in general is the only 
ground of that happineſs of which 


we are capable in this ſtate of natural 
as well as moral imperfection. The 


practiſe of religion may properly 
enough be ſaid to be the nt, the 
W. that gives the true flavour to 
our preſent enjoyments; it reliſhes 
all earthly bleflings, or is bleſſing 
enough itſelf to ſupply the want of 
them, In this ſenſe then we have 
ample encouragement to ſueh prac- 
particular 
manner expreſſes it, to delight in the 
Lord, from a comfortable affurance 
that, in conſequence of our ſo doing, 


he wil eu HS OUT heart's de . 
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The, words are of general uſe and 
application ; 3 and the true an d full 


import of the duty, or good habit 


injoined by them, and of the bleſſing 
here annexed to the practice of the 
ſame, it ſhall be the buſineſs of the 
preſent diſcourſe to * more at 288 
before you 2 


Now by the phraſe---delighting in 
the Lord we are in general to un- 
derſtand a life of piety, purity, and 
virtue; but eſpecially the exerciſe of 


ourſelves in acts more immediately 


religious; ; ſuch as are our public and 


private, our regular, or our occaſional 


devotions. We delight in the Lord, 
when we delight in theſe holy offices, 
and take pleaſure in the diſcharge of 
our duty ;---when we worſhip God, 

not with flaviſh awe, but filial re- 
 verence z ; and our ſervices are not 
ſacrifices 
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ſacrifices of relactant fear, but obla- 
tions of grateful love. 


Here however a very dg 
queſtion occurs, -viz. What 
devotion? Or, how ſhall we be ads. 
fied that we are really devout? A 
queſtion that requires ample ſolution ;_ 
as the Chriſtian world has never been 
without inſtances of weak and un- 
happy wretches, who, becauſe they 
have found themſelves incapable of 
thoſe exalted and paſſionate ſtrains 
which they have met with in religi- 
ous books, or have ſeen, or imagine 
they have ſeen, in the examples of 
others, have been led to conſider their 
ſpiritual ſtate as dangerous, and ſo 
have either ſunk into deſpair, or 
taken fatal refuge in the moſt aban- 
doned and unthinking ſenſuality.--- 
Now, I apprehend, this ſpiritual ' 
| ran might effectually be pre- 

* G 4 vented 
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vented by a due attention to ſuch | 
conſiderations as theſe; 6% | 


| Firſt, that, in fact, all . and ! 
pious perſons do not fhew, as indeed | 
they do not fee} in themſelves, the [1 
ecltacies and tranſports in queſtion. | 
Many who are juſtly entitled to the | 
character of devout are utter ſtrangers ll 
do thaſe extraordinary ardours which ; 
are known only to ſome few. We 
are not haſtily to conclude, that the 
love of a Chriſtian waxeth cold to- 
wards God, becauſe it does not riſe 
to that intenſe fervour which is viſi- 
ble in certain inſtances. The holy 8 
ſcriptures direct us to another, and in | 
general, a much ſafer teſt of godli- | 
nels. By their fruits ye ſhall knew them, || 
ſays our Saviour. It is the tenor of 
| adtion, the courſe of life which ſhews 
| what a man is; and he may be pro- 
nounged pious and religious, Who 
ordereth 
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ardereth his converſation aright, and 
lives ſuitably to his belief and pro 


feſſion. For devotion, in the full 


meaning of the word, ſignifies, as I 


juſt now obſerved, not only the dedi- 


cation of .ourſelves to God and reli- 
gion in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, but alſo to 
all ſuch things as bear any degree of 


relation to them. It does not conſiſt 


merely in the addreſſes which we 


make to God, nor in the manner in 


which we make them. Our prayers, 


ſupplications, interceſſions and thankſ- 


givings are only ſo many particular 


acts and expreſſions of it; and it is 
as really, though not fo ſolemnly, 
denoted by a conſcientious deport- 
ment, and the performance of other 


Chriſtian duties. In a word, a good 


life and exemplary converſation con- 


ſtitute no ſmall part of that reaſona- 


Vefervice which we owe to God, and 


5 which a 
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which we are well aſſured will be 
acceptable to him. 


Secondly, we ſhould not forget 
that there are two things reſemblant 
of true devotion, hypocriſy and en- 


thuſiaſm. It is the buſineſs of the 
former to deceive others ;---it is the 
fate of the latter to deceive itſelf ; 


and it is the manner of both to break 
out into the flights and tranſports 
under conſideration. He therefore 
who is uneaſy becauſe his devotion. 
does not ſwell to that pitch of fervor 


which he obſerves in another, may 


at any time conſole himſelf with this 
reflection; -that his caſe is much 
more deſirable than that of the fana- 
tic, or the counterfeit. © He is afſured 


that his piety is, at leaſt to the degree 


it reaches, ſincere. He can have no 
_ deſign of deceiving others into an 


opinion of his goodneſs, whoſe anxi- 
- ous 
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ous defire is to be better than he is; 
and he does not deceive himſelf, 
_ unleſs it be on the ſafe fide, i. e. in 


thinking more humbly, or rather 


meanly, of his ſpiritual | res. 


than it deſerves. 


But, thirdly, the ſtate of a great 


number of Chriſtians will not admit 
of this rapturous and refined devo- 
tion. The variety of conditions and 


ſituations in life does not allow the 
ſame leiſure and opportunities to all 
perſons for acquiring this holy frame 
of mind in its utmoſt perfection. 
Strains of devotion equally intenſe 
will not therefore be expected from 
perſons of all ranks and denomina- 
tions. Men who are concerned in 
active life, or engaged in laborious 
callings, cannot poſſibly attend to 


duties more immediately religious ſo 


ſtrictly and nn, as thoſe may 


that 
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that ue at eaſe, and in abundance ; 
little encumbered with buſineſs, or 
perplexed with care. It is by the 
former however that the ſtate of the 
world -is -principally maintained and 
ſupported. Divers profeſſions, occu- 
pations, and labours are neceſſary to 
this end. But then all theſe employ- 
ments are ſandtified into acts of reli- 
gion when they are accompanied with 
a due ſenſe of the divine ſupetintend- 
ency over all our deſigns; over all 
the works of our hands; when we 
expect ſucceſs to our undertakings 
purely from the favour and bleſſing 
of God; when we dread nothing ſo 
much as his diſpleaſure, and act up- 
rightly and honeſtly in our ſeveral 
ſtations, becauſe we would at all 
events do that which 1s pleaſing in his 


Fourthly, 
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Foutthly, another very proper re- 
flection upon this ſubject is, that a 


ſettled and intenſe piety is uſually and 


naturally the effect of habit. To 
inſtance this in the caſe of ſincere, 


but young penitents. Theſe have no 


cauſe to afflict themſelves above mea- 
ſure, if they do not find ſo much 
attention, ſo much earneſtneſs, and 
ſo much warmth in their devotions as 


they could wiſh. For all this muſt 


be the fruit of our continued and re- 
peated endeavours, and the gradual 


acceſſions of divine grace. Men are 
not to expect to be inſpired at once 


with ſentiments of pure religion, or, 


as I may fay, impaſſioned with hea- 
venly love; the work of reformation 
is long and laborious ; the maſtery of 
our paſſions and luſts a difficult taſk, 
though a glorious conqueſt; a new 
caſt of temper muſt be given to our 
rs, and we muſt be thorough 

converts 


CY 
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converts before we can be in the pre- 
ſent ſenſe devout Chriſtians. How- 
ever, the ſtate of theſe I am now 
ſpeaking of, though it be not perfect, 
is abundantly hopeful ;---they are 


growing in grace, and incregfing in 


God's favour, and in due time will 
come to a perfect man, to the meaſure 4 


aw fature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 


The fifth, and laſt icondidiration I 
| ſhall offer is, that if, after all the 
| leiſure and opportunity we have had, 


and notwithſtanding the beſt endea- 


vours we have uſed, we have not 
been able to raiſe our hearts to that 
height of piety and devotion which 
would give us ſatisfaction, yet even 
in theſe circumſtances we may derive 
great conſolation from this well- 
grounded confidence, that the God 
of mercies will make great allow- 
ances for infirmities and defects of 
| conſtitution. | 
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and not TG to that be hath not. 


ner, the bleſſing annexed in the text 
| to 
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_ conſtitution, It is moſt certain, ſome 


tempers are more' happily framed 


both to entertain and to cultivate 


devout fervors, than others. The 
ſame ardour of affection therefore 
being not natural to all, will not be 


required of all. And accordingly 


we may be of good cheer from a con- 
viction, that F there be firſt a willing 


mind, we have to do with a gracious 
God, in whoſe ſight it zs, in all caſes, 


accepted according to that a man hath, \ 


A 


yy 


And now Lakes thus 3 


to explain the nature and extent of 


this godly habit of delighting in tbe 


Lord, in its full and true import, and 


to rectify our notions concerning it, 
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do the practice of it. Dolight thou 


in tb Lord, and he ſhall give thee thy = 
beurtis defire. Now by our bturt's 


defire we muſt not underſtand merely 


the enjoyment of thoſe things which 


the world in general are ſo fondly 


| attached to. This is ſufficiently ap- 
parent from what has been already 


advanced. Theſe are things which 


whoever delighteth in the Lord will be 
ſo far from abſolutely ſoliciting, - that 


he will pray for grace not to deſire 


always enjoying thoſe good things of 
this life, which we may innocently 


and ſafely pray for. Becauſe theſe, 


if granted, inſtead of contributing to 


our happineſs, might in their conſe- 
quences be prejudicial to it; in 
which caſe the denial of them is not 
an act of unkindneſs, but of mercy. 


-—Neither muſt we preſume. upon 
conſtant 


them, except under certain reſtricti- 
ons. Neither muſt we depend upon 
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conſtant and uninterrupted ſucceſs to 
our honeſt and induſtrious endeavours 
in our lawful occupations; or think 
ourſelves warranted to:infer from our 
loſſes or diſappointments of any 
kind, that we have cleanſed our hearts 
in vain, and waſhed our bands in inno- 
cency. For, in the general adminiſ- 
tration of providence, tbere is one 
event to the righteous and to the wicked. 
God has not made an exemption 
from preſent inconveniences, or even | 
calamities, the reward of our obedi- 1 
ence. This is by no means the mark 
of diſtinction between the righteous 
and the. wicked, between him that ferv= 
eth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 


— mor es. Rs 


k- Nay the difference or diſtinction ſeems + 

iq rather to lie on the other fide. ' The 
þ wicked have perhaps the greateſt no 

3 ſhare of worldly proſperity. As their 


portion 1s in this life, their bellies are 
15 with ** hidden treaſure of the 
© H . Lords. 
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Lord; they have children at their FOR 
and leave the reft of their fubftence for 
their babes : while all the affliction 
that can ariſe from poverty, con- 
tempt, and poſſibly perſecution, more 
frequently becomes the lot of the 
virtuous. Thus it will happen; 
but never unjuſtly, for this plain 
reaſon, becauſe rei- portion is nor 
in this life: and gien for ſome noble 
and gracious purpoſe; ſuch as that 
of fatherly chaſtiſement of failings, 
manifeſtation of virtue, trial of faith 
and integrity, and weaning - on the 
heart from the world, | 


3 But, it may be aſked, what advan- 
rage then hath the devout Chriſtian ? 
Or what profit 3s there of religion here 
below ? What is become of the pro- 
mile given in the text? Or, how 
ſhall he that delighterh in the Lord 
obtain his veart's defire?=oEven in 
the 


: — 
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the trueſt, and higheſt ſenſe of fatis- 
fattign.---For he ſhall poſſeſs hat in 


perfection, which is the object of ſo 


much vain ſearch, ſo much indefati- 


gable, though ineffectual, purſuit. 
The attainments of honour, power, 
wealth, and pleaſure diſappoint us. 
We perceive we have been /abouring 


for the wind. They do not produce 


what we expected from them, under 
a miſtaken notion of their tendency 
to procure it; viz. eaſe, peace of 


mind, content, and ſelf· enjoyment. 
But he that delighteth in the Lord is, 
under all circumſtances of life, in 


ſure and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of 


theſe real bleſſings ; and therefore may 


truly and properly be ſaid to have his 


heart's defire ; theſe being the great 


end for the ſake of which our hearts 
defire wy thing. 
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That an habit of virtue and piety 


will actually ſecure theſe bleſſings to 


us, will eafily appear from a ſhort 
view of human life.---The world, it 
will be acknowledged, has its bright, 
as well as its dark fide. Youth, 


health, and proſperity are ſtrongly 
contraſted by age, ſickneſs, and af- 
fliction. The former are indeed good 


things comparatively; but they are 


far from being abſolutely ſuch. The 


fact is, if the privileges of virtue and 
religion are taken into the account, 


the worſt earthly ſtate will at leaſt 


be ſupportable; and if they are left 


out of it, the beſt will be but vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit.—-Not to put 
the matter in the ſtrongeſt light, we 


will only ſuppoſe all the above- men- 


tioned comforts and advantages to 
meet, not in one who lives entirely 


without God in the world, as St. Paul 
expreſſes himſelf ; not in a profeſſed 


_ Atheiſt, 
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Atheiſt, nor in an abandoned liber- 
tine; but in one whole levity of 


temper has not ſuffered him to con- 
cern himſelf much with religion; 
and whoſe age and condition of life 


have not left him free from thoſe 


vices, which cuſtom has in ſome 
ſort dignified, and faſhion given the 
gloſs of ſanction to. -If this man 
would open his breaſt to us, we 


ſhould hardly think him happy. 


There we ſhould perceive an uneaſi- 
neſs, a reſtleſsneſs, a diſſatisfaction 
with his ſtate. What raiſes the envy 
of others, does not therefore give 
content to the poſſeſſor. A torment- 
ing ſomething is till wanting. 


This he thinks, perhaps, would be 


gained by an increaſe of his revenue, 


or an additional title of honour. But 
will theſe additions make him eaſy ? 
By no means. There will yet re- 


main an unpleaſing void, an empti- 


H 3 neſs 
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neſs in his heart. Nor is there any 
thing wonderful in all this. For if 
we conſider that the foul of man 
was ofiginally formed for objects of 
a very different, and much higher 
nature z=--for the contemplation, the 
- worſhip, and finally the ftuition of 
that glorious Being who created it 
we ſhall immediately be convinced, 
that it cannot find its full and perfect 
ſatisfaction in wotldly- acquiſitions, 
or ſenſual enjoyments. Let us now 
fuppoſe the great conſtituents of 
earthly happineſs in the religious 
man's poſſeſſion; and how truly will 
be rejoice in his being? Not becauſe 
the means of gratifying his appetites 
are largely ſupplied to him, but be- 
cauſe a freer ſcope is given to the 
benevolence of his diſpoſition. He 
rejoices in his riches, becauſe he 
knows how to apply them to proper 
uſes. He ſcatters bleffings around 
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him, and is a faithful ſteward of the 


wealth committed by Providence to 


his truſt. He is a father to the poor, 
and he cauſes the widow's heart to fing 
for joy.---If he has power and autho- 
rity, he is happy to be enabled there- 
by to ſerve and promote the cauſe of 


religion and virtue ; in particular, 


by acts of encouragement, protection, 
cenſure, or diſcipline, as occaſions 
offer; and in general, by the influ- 


ence of a worthy example. Vouth 
and health promiſe him a long con- 
tinuance of the opportunities of doing 


good; and while he thus enjoys the 
pleaſing conſciouſneſs, that he an- 
ſwers the ends of his creation, his 


fields, which and ſo thick with corn 


that they laugh and fing, are but faint 
emblems and imperfect repreſenta- 


tions of that inward complacency, 
that ſecret * which N dif- 


3 * 


1 
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Let us now reverſe the ſcene, and 
take a view of the different caſes of 
the pious and irreligious man, under 
adverſity and affliction. This is a 
ſtate of trial to the good and virtuous; 
and how then ſhall he ſtand under it 
who has no foundation in himſelf ? 
This is a ſtate which neceſſarily i im- 
ports a deſertion of moſt worldly 
comforts, and little leſs than a Feed 
vation of all. ſupports, except thoſe 
which a good conſcience will find in 
2 firm reliance upon God, and an 
entire reſignation to his will. But 
© theſe conſolations are peculiar to the 
righteous, and the wicked have ex- 
cluded themſelves from all poſſibility 1 
of them. The good and bad, when 
trouble and heavineſs come upon them, 
will indeed bath complain, but the 
complaints 
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complaints of the latter are the voice 

of deſpair; while thoſe of the former 

are the language of pious and hope- 

ful humiliation. He has boldneſs, 

and that founded upon reaſonable 

grounds, to addreſs the Almighty 
diſpenſer of the evils he labours un- 

der, for a removal of them, or for 

ſtrength to bear them. The proſ- 

pect of a bleſſed inheritance here- 

after, and a « hope full of immor- 

x cc tality,” will ſupport his ſinking 
ſpirits; the influences of divine 

grace will cheriſh and enliven that 

hope; and ſo in the maſt of the ſor- 

rows that be has in his Heart, the 

comforts of the Lord ſhall refreſh his 

F: | foul.---As for the particular evils of 
iN ſickneſs and old age, (the former of 
4 which the vicious man invites by his 
c.ourſe of living, as he haſtens the 
| latter) theſe infirmities and decays of 

nature cannot but be infinitely leſs 

grievous 


i 
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grievous to the man who can find 


comfort in the expectation of his 


approaching diſſolution, than to him 
who has too much reaſon to dread it 
above all things. Bodily pains are 
ſufferings which touch mortality to 
the quick; and how ſhall he be able 
to endure them, who has at the ſame 


time a mind tortured with the hor- 
rors of guilt? Whereas the religious 


man is ſtrengthened, ſupported, and 
relieved from above, when his bins 


1 filled with pain ; and pangs babe 
| taken hold upon him. The Lord, ſays 


the Plalmiſt, wil] frengtlen bim upon 
the bed of languiſhing : thou ſhalt make 
all his bed in his fickneſs. So again: 
old age is generally eſteemed an evil; 
nor indeed unjuſtly by thoſe who 
have been moſt abſurdly induſtrious 
to make it one. But to thoſe who 


have wiſely grown old in piety and 
virtue, it is ſo far from being in 


1 
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courſe an evil, that it may be, and 
often is the comfortable period 
of human life. For in this calm 
ſeaſon the ſtruggle between the fleſh 


and the fpirit is well nigh over; and 
reaſon finds it no very hard matter to 


govern thoſe appetites and paſſions in 
theit natural decline, which it had fo 


much difficulty to ſubdue in their 


full ſtrength. The conſequence of 

which heavenly temper is, that death 
gradually loſes its terrors as it ap- 
proaches towards the religious man; 


whereas thoſe tertors are enlarged by 


the apprehenſions of the impenitent 
ſinner. The one overlooks them in 
rapturous contemplation on the glo- 


rious proſpects which lie on the other 
ſide of the grave; while the other 


fixes his eye full upon them, and | 
would not willingly look beyond 


them, becauſe they are much more 
tolerable than the frightful ſcenes 


which 
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which lie behind. -In a word, it is 


the bleſſed anticipation, and lively 
hope of immortality, which is the 


been of all religion. It is this 
which animates our devotions, and 
raiſes our affections from earth to 
heaven; where we ſhall finally have 


our heart's defire, in the fulleſt ſenſe 
of the expreſſion. 


May therefore a ſettled and ſtrong 
ſenſe both of the certainty and the 
greatneſs of the reward, which is 
reſerved for the ri ighteous z in the heav- 
ens, encourage us .in our Chriſtian 
courſe, and make us in all inſtances 


delight to do the will of our God. 
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The Caſe of Felix conſidered and | 


applied. 


Aer mv. 25. 


As be reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come, Felix 
 trembled, and anſwered, Go thy way 
for this time; when I have a conve- 


nient ſeaſon, I will call for thee. 


N the foregoing chapter, we read 


how the great apoſtle of the Gen- 


tiles is in danger of being torn to 


pieces by his riotous countrymen, 
and that he is reſcued by the chief 
captain 


—— —— — — ——— 
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ton deſire of hearing a new thing, had 
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of the Roman guards; but that after- 
wards, a diſcovery being made of a 


deſperatg conſpiracy formed againſt 


his life, he is ſent privately with a 
guard of ſoldiers to the reſidence of 
the Roman governor.---The chapter 
from whence the text is taken gives 
an account of his being confronted 


with his accuſers, and making his 
defence: the reſult of which is, that 
nothing is determined at that time 
either for his acquittal, or condemna- 
tion. In the mean time, while far- 
ther evidence is expected from Feru- 
falem, Felix the governor ſends for 


Paul to hear him concerning the faith 
in Chriſt, For which action, and if 


wie conſider his character, and beha- 
viour upon the occaſion, we cannot 


reaſonably aſſign any better motive 
than common - curioſity. He would 
undoubtedly have reſtrained this wan- 


| he 
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nearly and fo ſenſibly concerned. 
le perhaps expected to be enter- 

_ tained with ſome unuſual ſpeculati- 
ons, ſome philoſophical novelty ; and 
was eager to know the opinions and 
tenets. of a religion that began to 
make much noiſe in the world: little 
expecting a grave and affecting leſſon 
of virtue and piety; a practical ſer- 
mon, plain, but nde and con- 
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he in the leaft apprehended, that by 
indulging it he ſhould find himſelf 10 


vineing, immediately applying itſelf 


to his awakened conſcience, pene- 
trating through the groſſneſs of his 
carnal heart, and piercing it to the 
quick. He not only allowed, but 
felt the truth of the doctrine deli- 


vered by the apoſtle ; he ſtands ſelf- 
condemned ; he is involved in the 


moſt painful confuſion ; the errors 
of guilt ſet themſelves in array againſt 
him. In ſhort, his inward tumult 
NT ; is 


is ſo great, that it affects his whole 
frame; his body ſuffers with his 
diſtracted mind ;---he trembles; 3—— 
he is unable to ſupport the increaſing 
agony. Abruptly therefore he diſ- 
miſſes his priſoner with Go thy way 
for this time; when I have a convenient 
feaſon, 1 will mit jar; 2 


In this age of ane four re- 
markable particulars preſent them- 
ſelves to our more full conldere- 
tion; vis. 
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"th apoſtle's ſpirit in chuſ- 
Ing, and addreſs in treating ſuch a 
ſubject before ſuch a perſon : 


Secondly, the ſubject itſelf : „„ 
Thirdly, the immediate effect it 
had upon Felix: 


Fourthly, his behaviour ſubſequent 
to conviction, 


E And, 


ee eee. N 


„ 


And, taſty; the E albippy condudt 
of Felix will furniſh us with ſome 
farther reflections, which it will be 
of very great uſe and im portance to 


us to . to ourſelves. 


The apoſtle's ſpirit and addreſs 


upon this occaſion is the firſt thing to 
be confidered.---St. Paul is before a 
- perſon in whoſe power it is to ſet him 
at liberty. We are told that this perſon 
actually hoped to receive money from 


him for that purpoſe. Handſome 


ſpeeches, and ſtudied compliments 
were the leaſt a man in his ſtation 
could expect. Yet we find the apoſ- 


tle thought not proper to gratify 


either his vanity or his avarice. His 
firſt addreſs to him is judiciouſly de- 
cent, but void of all impertinence d 
and flattery ; and in his private con- 
ference he does not induſtriouſly avoid 
er on thoſe points which were 
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goyernor; whoſe character, as we ſhall 
preſently ſee more at large, was no- 


toriouſly infamous. It is much more 


probable that he purpoſely choſe to 
ſpeak on ſubjects in which his hearer 
was moſt intereſted, with a hope to 
alarm his. apprehenſions, and thereby 
poſſibly effect his reformation. Ac- 


. 3 he diſcourſes upon matters 
ſtriking home to his conſcience, and 


ſetting all his crimes and impurities 


in the ſtrongeſt point of view before 
him. And he inſiſts upon them 


even till he makes him tremble.— 
A noble example this of that virtu- 


ous honeſt zeal which is not afraid to 
diſoblige by an unwelcome truth; 
which“ boldly rebukes vice“ where - 


ever it meets it; which has ſuch a 
fervent love, and true concern for the 
ſouls of men as ſuperſedes all mean 
e for may perſons, or unſeaſo- 

nable 


AK 
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b deference. to their Public cha- 
racters. ut at the ſame. time it 
may be obſerved, that St. Paul does 
not openly and directly tax Felix with 


bis perſonal enormities. The general 
mention of the crimes he was ad- 


dicted tos or even the enforcement of 
the oppoſite duties, was ſufficient to 


awaken him to a ſharp ſenſe, of his 
wickedneſs.---Indeed the proper way 
of reforming; a notorious ſinner is not 
to confront him with his iniquities 
at every opportunity. This rough 


method is more likely to produce: a 


contrary effect. Generally ſpeaking, 
it is enough to condemn the vice, 


without running the hazard of exaſ- 
perating the vicious perſon. Con- 


ſcience is ready in the guilty boſom 
to apply what is applicable, and to 
whiſper to the aching heart of the 


ſelf- convicted ſin ner TB art tbe 
man / 
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The next thing remarkable i is the 
ſubject itſelf of St. Paul's diſcourſe. 
He reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come. A 
weighty argument ! not to be heard 
with indifference !---Conſcience is 

ſeldom deaf, or aſleep, when ſuch. 
ſubjects are handled in a manner ſuit- 
able to their importance: and ac- 
.cording. as it condemns or abſolves 
with relation to them, they will be 
either pleaſurable or diſtaſteful. They 
prove a refreſhing cordial to the heart 
which they do not wound. But how 
few are there who feel no pang, no 
degree of remorſe, when they hear 
their duty ſo ſolemnly propoſed, and 
ſtrongly urged to them from the aw- 
ful motive of a future judgment l- 
The two firſt heads of the apoſtle's 
diſcourſe contain almoſt the whole of 
practical religion. By righteouſneſs 
we may reaſonably underſtand the 
i principal 
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principal obligations we lie under to- 
wards our great Creator and our fel- 
low-creatures; as temperance includes 
thoſe duties which more immediately 

reſpect our own perſons, and our uſe 
or enjoyment of the good things of 
this world, which are the objects of 
our ſenſes, under due and neceſſary 
reſtrictions.- But it is the third head 
of St Paul's diſcourſe which is the 
moſt affecting. For though it be true 
that we have natural and ſtrong im- 
preſſions of our duty with reſpect to 
theſe points; and though our con- 
ſciences fail not to acquit or to con- 
demn us, as we have acted agreeably 
to ſuch impreſſions, or otherwiſe; 
yet the whole ground of our inward 
feelings lies in the neceſſary con- 
nexion between our ideas of a rational 
and an accountable creature. If we 
take away the expectation of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, 
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though we ſhall not indeed-take away 
at the ſame time the- diſtinction be- 
tween virtue and vice, yet we ſhall 
leave it a matter, in a great meaſure 
at leaſt, unattended to, and diſregar- 


ded. The apprehenſion of preſent 


inconvenience, the fear of worldy 
cenſures, or legal penalties, would 


be found but weak ſupporters of 
morality. Theſe are things which 


_ enormity and flagitiouſneſs would ge- 
nerally defy; which cunning and 
worldly wiſdom would evade; and 


which wealth, power and pre-emi- 
nence would as frequently ſuperſede. 
Had Felix the governour's heart been 
abſolutely unconſcious of a future ac- 
count, little would he have regarded 


our Apoſtle's ſermon; it might have 
ſurprized; but would not have affect- 
ed him, eſpecially iv that extraordi- 
nary manner it did. In ſhort, the 
oy 3 had reaſoned i in vain on 
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righteouſneſs and temperance, could his 
pagan auditor have thought a /adg- 
ment to come, a ſuperſtitious romance, 
or political fiction. He could not 
help believing ſuch an event probable. 
The doctrine was ſo far from con- 

tradicting the intimations of his rea- 
. ſon, that it agreed much too cloſely 
1 with them. He was therefote filled 
4 with an horrible dread, as well know- 
A ing his utter unfitneſs to appear be- 
F fore the divine tribunal, 
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Ang the diſcovery of theſe inward | 
* and horrors of mind is the third 
thing remarkable in the paſſage before 
us, ſince they were the immediate effect 
which the Apoſtle's diſcourſe produ- 
ced in Pelix.--- As he reaſoned of righ- 
teouſneſs, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Pelix trembled. And no wonder. 

For, as I have already intimated, 
there are but few who could hear a 
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ſermon. of this nature, eſpecially. if 


delivered with the artleſs and noble 
eloquence of ſuch a teacher, without 


ſome inward trembling and agitation 
of ſoul. Felix, it ſeems, could not 


hide the prickings of his conſcience, 


nor command his emotions; the diſ- 


order of his mind was expreſſed in 
his countenance; in his geſtures; 


and in the agony of his whole bodily 
frame.---And if we examine hiſtory 
we ſhall find reaſon enough for the 
extraordinary tremours into which the 


ſenſe of his guilt threw him. For 


that informs us he was a very bad 
magiſtrate, and a worſe man. He 
was an oppreſſor, a murtherer, and 


an open adulterer. How could he 


bear to hear of righteouſneſs and tem- 


perance, who had then before his 


eyes the ſtrongeſt remembrancer of 
his groſs injuſtice and unbridled luſt? 
1 mean his Jeng: wife * Drufilla, 

whom 
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whom we are told he brought with 
him to partake of the amuſement 
which he ſeems to have propoſed 
himſelf in this conference with his 
priſoner.---This woman he had pre- 
vailed upon by wicked arts to forſake 
both her huſband, and her religion, 
and to live in avowed adultery with 
him. So that we may juſtly conſider 
her preſence as no indifferent circum- 
ſtance, but as aggrandizing his ini- 


quity, and pointing the ſting even 


of remorſe itſelf.---Such was the im- 
mediate effect of the Apoſtle's reaſon- 
ing upon his mind: an effect, which 
has by no means an unpromiſing ap- 
pearance. But what was the reſult 
of all this terror and confuſion? what 
was the behaviour of this wicked go- 


vernor e to conviction? 


This was the fourth thing to be 
conſidered. —- And this was nothing 
| more 


| 
| 
| 
„ 
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| 
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more or leſs than the pur g. we find 
in my text---Go 7by way for this time, 


then I have a convenient ſeaſon, I will 
call for thee.-=-Now the true reaſon 
of this abrupt diſmiſſion was moſt 
undoubtedly the ſoreneſs of his guilty 
mind ; the' wounds of which could 


not bear to be thus handled.. A little 
preſent eaſe was preferred to a pain- 
ful cure; and he wiſhes to take re- 
fuge in ſtupefaction. Could he but 
get rid of theſe feelings, the point 
would be gained. If the beginnings, 
the firſt compunctions of repentance 


were attended with ſuch troubleſome 
ſenſations, what a laborious and 
grievous work muſt repentance itſelf 


de ?---He was unwilling however to 


make a trial, and to go through fo 


ſevere a diſcipline. Accordingly he 
diſmiſſed the Apoſtle under a pitiful 
and ridiculous pretence, that he was 
| . then at leiſure to hear any thing 


farther 


* b 
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farther upon theſe ſubjects, He was 
not at leiſure to attend to the buſineſs 
of his own ſalvation !--- We cannot 
but cenſure this conduct in Felix as 

highly abſurd and unreaſonable. And 
yet the generality of us are too apt, 
like him, to ſtifle good motions when 
they ariſe in our minds, to attempt 
to blunt the edge of our own convic- 
tions, to ſhut our ears againſt the ex- 
poſtulations and reproaches of conſci- 
ence, and to refuſe to hear the voice of 

that charmer, charm it never ſo wiſely. 

Ho ready are we to check the firſt 
workings of our minds, which would 

naturally and happily dead us to repen- 
tance? To what frivolous excuſes 
and evaſions have we not recourſe for 
a colour to our inattention to doctrines 
in which we are immediately intereſt- 
ed, or to truths by which we cannot 
but be affected? We all of us meet 
with frequent occaſions which ſtartle 
| us 
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us into a ſenſe of our guiltineſs. If 


the Roman governour was alarmed by 
the powerful eloquence of an inſpired 
Apoſtle, other ſinners may often find 


in the ſincere and godly diſcourſes of 


the meaneſt preachers, many truths, 
which come home to their own bo- 


ſoms, and diſcover to them the cor- 


ruption and deceitfulneſs of their 
hearts. Nay, even in the common 


occurrences and events of life, in our 
ordinary tranſactions and daily con- 
verſations, we are frequently ſtruck 


by circumſtances that upbraid us; 
and awakened from our ſpiritual 
flumbers by ſome unexpected leſſon 


of inſtruction, admonition, or re- 
proof.---Upon theſe occaſions we are 
oppreſſed with inward ſhame, we are 
ſeized with ſecret horrour, or poſſibly 


covered with viſible confuſion, ac- 
_ cording to the nature of the caſe, or 


the manner in which it is, more or 
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leſs, either forcibly or artfully treated, 


or accidentally exhibited to us. 
But the misfortune is, theſe impreſ- 


ſions, though always ſtrong, are ſel- 


dom deep ;---theſe flaſhes of remorſe 


and conviction on the ſoul, like light- 
ning, are lively, yet tranſient ; awful, 


yet inſtantaneous ! ® Alarmed, and 
terrified as we may be for a time, we 
too eaſily ſuffer ourſelves to relapſe 
into a ſtate of darkneſs, and inſenſi- 


bility ;---we fatally endeavour to 
drown the cries, and filence the cla- 


mours of conſcience, in the buſtle 
and tumult of the world, in the va- 


nity of idle amuſements, or in the 
impurity of ſenſual gratification.--= 
In ſhort, from the many inſtances of 
human weakneſs and corruption that 
are every day to be met with, it ap- 
pears but too plainly, that numbers 


of us are full as much diſpoſed to imi- 


tate 


z 
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tate the perverſe conduct of Felir as 
we are to condemn it. 


* 


1 progs therefore in the laſt place 


to add fome farther reflections ariſing 
from the conſideration of this con- 
duct, which it will be of uſe and im- 


portance to us to apply to ourſelves. 


— 


And, firſt, we ſee that this i 


quitous governor's trembling for his 


fins was not effectual to his conver- 


fion, nor brought forth in him the 
uit of repentance and amendment. 
---Admoniſhed by this example, let 
every ſinner take care left he alſo 
| tremble in vain. To which purpoſe 
tet him diligently guard againſt one. 
fatal deluſion, which will abſolutely 
preclude reformation. This deluſion 
conſiſts in the ſinner's not ſeeing, or 
not properly regarding the material 
diſtinction between remorſe and re- 


5 pentance 


pentence It is evident that men 


ſometimes miſtake the one for tho 


other, If after the commiſſion, or 
upon a future recolleQion of their 
wickedneſs, they feel the impreſſions 
of ſorrow, of fear, and ſelf-condem- 
nation, they are willing to look upon 
themſelves as real penitents; and 
hope that this preſent ſenſe of their 


guilt ſhall entitle them to the divine 
mercy : not conſidering that the feel- 
ings of remorſe are natural and invo- 


luntary; and that they are of no worth 
in the ſight of God, unleſs productive 


of ſuitable reſolutions, and actual 


amendment in conſequence of them. 
True repentance is a long and la- 


borious work; a work of choice, of 
deliberation, and ſtudy, which ought 


to-be as conſtant, habitual, and uni- 
verſal, as the ſins which have made 
it neceſfary.----Repentance indeed 


cannot be without remorſe, but re- 


morſe 


1 

| 

{ 

? 
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' morſe may be, and too often is, with- 
out repentance. The former will be 
the occaſion, if we let it have its per- 


Jett work on our hearts, but is by 
no means the neceſſary cauſe of the 


latter. To tremble only through fear 
of the dreadful conſequences of ſin, 


is not to repent of ſin itſelf. It ſig- 


niſies little to be ſorry for our tranſ- 


greſſions, unleſs we hate them too, 
and prove the ſincerity of that hatred 


by forſaking them, and becoming 


virtuous. Whenever ſinners therefore 


find themſelves ſtartled at the thoughts 
of a judgment to come, and their breaſts 
diſturbed with apprehenſions and 
forebodings of the divine vengeance, 


let them underſtand theſe feelings 3 


a warning to repentance, not miſtake 


them for repentance .itſelf. And let 


them immediately take the advice of 
ſuch kind monitors without endea- 


, vouring t to filence and diſtreſs them. 
1 ——F or, 
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— For, Secondly, let us conſider the 
great folly and danger of imitating 
Felix in putting off the evil day, as 

Sinners think it, whereon they are to 

begin the painful, but neceſſary work 
of repentance. ---We have all a moſt 
powerful preacher within us, that 
will often talk to us of righteouſ- 
neſs and temperance, and ring in 
our ears the dreadful found of a 
Judgment to come. We are too ready 
to filence, if we can, this boſom- 

orator. Each ſinner ſays, like Felix, 
to the uneaſy thought,---Go thy way 
For this time, when I have a convenient 


ſeaſon, I will call for thee.---But why 


muſt the alarming thought, which 


points out our danger to us, be 
baniſhed for his time? Why does 
not the guilty mind rather baniſh for 
ever that which gives it ſo much un- 
eaſineſs? We propoſe to repent, and 


amend at a conventent nn, 5 
5 will 
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will this convenient ' ſeaſon come? 
Can any ſeaſon be poſſibly more 
convenient than the preſent ?---It is 
true there will be ſomething diſagre- 
able to corrupt nature at our firſt 
_ entrance upon a ſtate of diſcipline, 
abſtinence, and ſelf-denial.---But the 
plain queſtion is---Have not a man's 
_ fins made ſuch a ſtate neceſſary ? Or, 
does he look upon eternal miſery as 
a leſs evil than a little temporal ſeve- 
rity? Is a moment to be loſt when 
all is at ſtake ? Is it prudent to trifle 
away the paſſing day, when ourſelves 
may be irrecoverably loſt on the mor- 
row? How long ſhall we be guilty 
of ſo unaccountable a folly ?---Ler 
us be wiſe at length then, and con- 
ſider that there is but one great buſi- 
neſs of our lives, namely, the care f 
our falvation. When we are working . 
out this with fear and trembling, we 
are then only buſy as reaſonable 3 
creatures fi 
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creatures ſiimuld ber Hut Vin we 


are wholly engaged in the important 
trifles of this world, (and even its 
moſt ſerious employments are ſuch 
in compariſon of eternity) we are at 
beſt but actively idle; if we are not 
merely doing nothing, we are yet doing 


what is next to nothing, i; e. noth- 


ing to the purpoſe, to the grand 
purpoſe for which we were created. 
And it will be well if we are doing 


nothing againſt it. - In ſhort, there is 


no being neuter in the caſe. All our 
actions muſt have a tendency (the 
main of them, at leaſt) either to our 


eternal bliſs, or our eternal miſery. 


That the general tenor of them may 
point aright, we ſhould ſet ourſelves 


| ſeriouſly to obſerve that excellent 


comprehenſive rule by which the 
holy Apoſtle . declares he governed 
his actions: -- we mult herein exerciſe 


ourſelves to have always 4 cenſcience 


= void 


148 SERMON VI. 


void 2 offence towards God and towards 
It was this which encouraged 
him not to reſpe& the perſon of his 
earthly judge; and it is this only 
which will enable us to behold the 
face of our heavenly judge, though | 
not without ſome natural apprehenſi- 
ons, and the miſgivings of conſcious 
imperfection, yet without the terrors 
of guilt, or the tremblings of deſpair; 
it will at the ſame time enliven us 
with an humble hope, and a well- 
grounded. confidence in his mercy, 
through his merits and mediation as 
our bleſſed Redeemer. 


& 


On deyout Meditation. 


| In two Parts. 


Part I. 
PsA L M . Part of V. . 


Commune with your own Heart, and.in 
Jour Chamber, and be ſtill, 


ROM theſe words (which | re- 


quire no paraphraſe, or inter- 
pretation) I ſhall in the firſt place ; 


©.» * 


take occaſion to conſider, _ _. 


The duty of pious meditation: 
e Secondly, 


75 
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Secondly, to recommend it by the 
n derivable from it: — 


Thirdly, to ſuggeſt a few general 
topics of contemplation ; by recur- I 
ring occaſionally to which, Chriſti- 3: 


ans will find themſelves excited: to, 


or ſtrengthened and confirmed in the |} 
practice of piety and virtue. : 3 


In the firſt Macs ohh regu to 
the duty of pious meditation, it may 
be affirmed to be ſo effential to reli- 
gion, that the latter cannot ſubſiſt 
in any tolerable purity without it. --- 
Meditation, according to the primary 
notion of it, imports the methodical 
attention of the mind to this, or that 
| particular ſubject; but it virtually 
imports much more; and may rea- 
ſonably be underſtood to imply the 
regulation, or or government of our 
thoughts in general; and . 

e „ 
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larly, the reducement of them into 


a proper train, as preparatory to the 
due performance of any act more im- 


mediately religious. For want of 


ſuch preparation, inſtead of praying 
(for inſtance) we ſhall, to uſe a vulgar, 


but very proper mode of expreſſion, 


rather /ay our prayers, at ſtated ſea- 
ſons, and on particular occaſions.-—- 
There will be no life, no ſpirit, no 
devotion in them.---If we do not 
enter upon holy offices under the 


influence of ſuitable impreſſions, as 


we ſhall diſcharge them ſuperficially, 


ſo ſhall we retire from them unprofi- 


tably. Whereas the man who ac- 


cuſtoms himſelf to religious reflec- 
tion, may almoſt literally be ſaid to 
fulfil the apoſtle's command to pray 
_ without ceaſing ; and, generally ſpeak- 


ing, will in fact be much more 


devout out of church, or out of his 
chamber, than the careleſs and un- 


„ thinking 
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thinking! Chriſtian is in either. 1 
Among the common occurrences and 
circumſtances of life, the good man 
often finds occaſion to raiſe his ſoul 
to Amighty God, when his eyes are 
not lifted up, and he diſcovers no 
emotion in his outward behaviour. 
His humble heart often proſtrates 
itſelf at the throne of Grace, while 
his knees are unbent. For as there 
is ſuch a thing as the form of godlineſs 
without the power thereof, ſo the power 
of -godlineſs may ſubſiſt without the 
form.---Religion is indeed profeſſion, 
but then it is a great deal more. To 
attend the public worſhip of God in 
his holy temple rather cuſtomarily 
than conſcientiouſly ; to offer our ſa- 
crifice of prayers and praiſes every 
morning and evening in our cloſets, 
rather in courſe, than from principle; 
in other words, to draw nigh unto 
God witli our lips, while our hearts are 


"i 
wo 
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far from him: this is, at beſt, to be 


pious by rote, as it were; and 
amounts to no leſs an abſurdity than 
that of acknowleging our Maker 
without ſerving him. It is more 
properly ſubmitting to an injunction, 
than diſcharging a duty; more like 
paying an arbitrary tax, than a juſt 
debt of worſhip, or a reaſonable 
tribute of gratitude.---In ſhort, every 
religious exerciſe ſhould be a matter 
of choice, and not conſtraint, and, 
in order to render it ſuch, a frame of 
mind in the main ſerious and con- 
templative will be abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. For otherwiſe. we ſhall be 
governed in a manner by reaſon and 
appetite in turns; and inſtead of 
having our conduct happily influenced 
by the punctual and pious perform- 
ance of our Chriſtian duty, ſhall 
think to reconcile the formal, or per- 
functory diſcharge of the ſame with 
| | ſenſual 
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ſenſual indulgences, and worldly gra- 
tifications.---Before we perform our 
vos then, whether in public or pri- 
vate, the great point is to be diſpoſed 
to devotion. In religious matters as 
well as all others, that generally 
allowed rule muſt take place, vis. 
that we can execute nothing of con- 
ſequence as we ought, unleſs we firſt 
confider what we are going about. 
It is not uſual, it is not natural for 
the human mind to paſs inſtantane- 
oufly, as I may ſay, from one object 
of moment to another; at leaſt, from 
things temporal to things ſpiritual : 
its operations are not ſo much at our 
command ; they require a gentle and 
gradual tranſition. Shall we imagine 
that our hearts, are as ſupple and 
flexible as the joints of our bodies ; 
that an alteration in our poſture will 
of courſe produce an alteration in our 
minds; and that, to become pious and 
| devout, 


$ 
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| devout, we have nothing to do but to 


fall on our knees, and lift up our eyes 
to heaven ?---It is not the venerable 


appearance of a place dedicated to the 


ſervice of God, and I know not what 


of a ſolemn air in theſe ſacred walls, 


that will inſpire us with thoſe ſenti- 
ments which we ought to have in the 
houſe of the Lord. We muſt bring 
theſe ſentiments with us; or be in 
the number of thoſe who give the 


facrifice of fools. The truth is, there 


is a Cloſe and neceflary connexion 


between our thinking and doing as 
we ought; and therefore, beſides 


the care we are bound to take that 
our thoughts in general are under 
proper direction, it will highly con- 


cern us to habituate ourſelves to me- 
ditation on ſacred ſubjects; to medi- 


tation in the firſt and ſtricteſt ſenſe of 


the word.---For this purpoſe, we 


ſhould frequently ſeek oecaſions of 
privacy 
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privacy and retirement. Solitude 
gives that compoſure and ſweet com- 
placency to the mind which beſt fits 
it for contemplation; and is equally 
incompatible with the levity of amuſe- 
ment, the clatter of jollity, and the 
entanglement of care. The full ſmall. 
voice of religion cannot be heard in 
the noiſe and buſtle of the world. 
Me muſt therefore now and then ſtep 
out of this world, to n ape 
of another. I - 


Not that 1 would hereby be un- 
derſtood to recommend or counte- 
nance the practice of thoſe, who, 
upon this pretence, bury themſelves 
alive in monaſteries, and hermitages 3 
as if, to become good men, it were 
neceſſary we ſhould break off all in- 
tercourſe and connexion with man- 
kind. Religion and ſociety are by no 
means inconſiſtent ; ſo far from it 

indeed, 


indeed, that there is ſcarce an amia- 
ble quality, a moral virtue, or a 
Chriſtian grace, but what is eſſenti- 
ally of a ſocial nature; and cannot 
ſubſiſt in a recluſe or ſolitary way of 
life.---It is obvious to remark, that 
thoſe who leave the world in this 
almoſt literal ſenſe, moſt evidently 
counteract the great deſign of their 
Creator, who placed us here as in a 
ſtate of probation. To withdraw in 
this manner therefore is not caution, 
but cowardice ; not diſcretion, but 
deſertion.---After all, theſe religion- 
iſts ſeem to have entertained a wrong 
| idea of this matter. For what are 
we to underſtand by leaving the 
world, according to the notion Chriſ- 
tianity gives us of it? We ſhall find 
upon a little enquiry, that our leav- 
ing the world imports only our not 
loving the world, neither the things 
* are in the world; (as the apoſtle 
| _ ;} 
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ſpeaks:) not our going off the pub- 
lic ſtage, as I may ſay, and abſolutely 
bidding adieu to the hurry, the tu- 
mult, the vanity, the vice, the pomp, 
and the pride of life, but our fitting 
looſe and indifferent to all theſe 
things, with affections diſengaged, 
and without ſpot of contamination. 
The pious and good Chriſtian is in 
the midſt of theſe things without 
being enamoured of them, or en- 
flaved by them; he hears without 
attention; he ſees without deſire; 
he acts no part in the ſcene of folly, 
or iniquity, which lies before him. 
He has no farther concern in theſe 
matters than as they may miniſter to 
him occaſions of honeſt indignation, 
virtuous- contempt, innocent mirth, 
or charitable ſorrow.---The truth is, 
Chriſtians are not required to go our 
of this world, but not to be conformed 
to it; and arc ſuppoſed to be wit- 
nefſes es 


4 
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DO of other mens fins in many reſ- 
pes, though they are forbidden to 


be partakers of them.---Thus, it is 
very. poſſible, in a certain ſenſe, to 


be in the world and out of it at the 
ſame time. On the other hand, 
many who have thought to get out 


of it, have found themſelves in effect, 


more in it than ever. The religious 


man, if he is diſpoſed to quit the 
world for a time, has nothing to do 
but to retire into himſelf. But the 


carnal man cannot leave the world, 


becauſe he has it about him. What 


imports his immuring himſelf within 


a convent, if he carries the world 
with him in his corrupt and unregene- 
rate heart ? Or, what will avail local, 


without mental virtue? Place itſelf 
is a thing wholly indifferent; it is 


neither good, nor evil; it neither 


ſanctifies, nor defiles us. We may 
be good Chriſtians i in a place of uni- 


verſal 
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verſal reſort; as ſecular attachments, 
vitious propenſities, and vile affecti- 
ons, may follow us into a cloiſter. 
In ſhort, all the wicked of the earth, 


are always, and in all places, in the 
world; at leaſt, (which comes ex- 


actly to the ſame point) they are men 
of the world. The groffeſt abomi- 

nations have before now been com- 
mitted in religious houſes, fo called; 
and, even at this day, Roman Catho- 
lic countries would furniſh- us with 


_ abundance of melancholy inſtances of 
weak wretches, who, miſtaking tho 


guſts of paſſion, or the peeviſnneſs 
of diſappointment, or the gloom of 
deſpondency, for a pious hatred of 
the world, raſhly devoted themſelves 
to a ſtate of monaſtic ſequeſtration : 
and, who when the fit was tho- 
roughly over, like perſons who have 
been bound when they ſlept, won- 


dered, and lamented too, to find 


them ſelves 


f 
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themſelves encumbered with vows 
and engagements, which their cooler 
reaſon rejects, but cannot unlooſe. In 
this miſerable ſituation they act the 
1 part of the grand enemy of mankind 
* againſt themſelves; they become their 
own tempters, and tormentors ; and 
either live in a ſtate of perpetual regret, 
and without a proper ſenſe of the ſo- 
T lemn obligations they have laid them- 
A. ſelves under, or privately work all un- 
* cleannęſ with greedineſs, in direct and 
horrid violation of them. In a word, 
the unhappy caſe of theſe retired ſin- 
ners will warrant our remarking, or 
rather repeating, that if we are good, 
we have no occaſion to leave the world; 
and if we are bad, we cannot do it. 
When we inſiſt therefore on the 
neceſſity of withdrawing from the 
world to employ our thoughts on 
ſpiritual matters, and the great con- 


cerns of eternity, a total deſertion is 
00 np 
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by no means to be underſtood 
only a temporary, or occaſional re- 
tirement. We ſhould ſometimes, 
nay frequently contrive to be alone 
for the above- mentioned good pur- 
poſe ; and to be alone we need go 
no farther than into our chambers 
and cloſets, and, as the text adviſes, 
commune with our own hearts, and be 
fiill- or, in other words, agreeably 
to the apoſtle's direction, examine our- 
ſelves, prove our own ſelves ; and en- 
. quire as minutely as poſſible into the 
ſtate of our ſouls; and, as occaſions 
- and exigencies may require, meditate 
on theſe things, and the things in ge- 
neral which belong to our peace, 
with ſtillneſs of mind, and cloſeneſs 
of attention. -Example has with 
moſt men more force than pre- 
_ cept; and ſurely we do not want 
it in the caſe before us. The holy 
ſeriptures und with inſtances of 
pious | 
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pious men who withdrew into ſoli- 


| tude for the purpoſe of contemplat- 
ing celeſtial things. Moſt of the 


divine hymns of the royal pſalmiſt, 


| whether they are triumphant exulta- 


tions, or penitential complaints, 


breathe an air of devout ſolitarineſs; 


and are manifeſtly the compoſitions 
of a mind removed from earthly ob- 
jects, retired within itſelf, and, to 


apply the expreſſion of the juſt- cited 


apoſtle, having its converſation in 
heaven, It was cuſtomary with him 
to remember God upon his bed, and 
meditate on him in the night watches. 
But we need not look out for pre- 
cedents. Our bleſſed Saviour, that 


moſt illuſtrious and perfect pattern 


of all that is right and good, hath 
in this, as in every other reſpect, Jef? 
us an example, that we ſhould follow 
Bis Heßps. We find in the evange- 


lifts, more accounts than one of his 


L2 | Be. 


retiring into a garden, or going apart 


into a mountain to Pray. &c. 


And thus having ſhewn the nature 
and neceſſity of religious meditation, 
I proceed, as I propoſed, to. point out 
the great N derivable from? it. 


The firſt n of reli gious me- 
ditation I ſhall mention is, that it leads 
us unto the knowlege of ourſelves. 
This is the moſt uſeful, the moſt im- 


portant knowlege we can attain ; and 
yet how few are poſſeſt of it ? Now 
we cannot more rationally account 
for men's ignorance in this point than 
from their general inattention to the 
duty under conſideration. They will 
not give themſelves leiſure to reflect; 


to commune with their own hearts, and 
in their chambers.---The Heathens 


indeed could not poſſibly arrive at 


this knowlege ; though one of their 


wiſe 
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wiſe men is celebrated for inculcating 
this very precept ;---viz.---* Know 
« thyſelf.” Why then was not the 


way to this knowlege pointed out? 
Why, but becauſe the 4/ind were lead- 


ers of the blind.---The moſt ſubtle 


philoſophers among them could not, 


with all their plauſible arguments, 


ſatisfy themſelves in thoſe important 
articles, the nature of the ſoul, and 
a future ſtate. At one time, they 
were elevated with hope ; at another, 


_ perplexed with doubt, and depreſſed 


by deſpair. They were uncertain 


which was the dream, the immorta- 


lity they wiſhed, or the annihilation 


they feared. The glimmer of reaſon 


was not ſufficient to light them out 
of the region and ſhadow of death. 
But now e and immortality are 
brought to light through the goſpel, 
Chriſtians need only bethink them- 
ſelyes to know themſelves; i. e. to 

L Know 
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know that they have immortal ſouls, 
and that they muſt hereafter give ac- 
count of themſelves to God; ho, as 
the word of truth aſſures us, avill 
render to every man according to his 
| deeds ; to them who by patient continu- 
ance in well doing ſeek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality, eternal life; 
but indignation, and wrath, tribula- 
tion, and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of 
man that doth evil.---In conſequence 
of this general knowlege however, 
it will be of infinite uſe to us to pre- 
pare for this ſevere account hereafter 
by calling ourſelves to account here 
by cultivating an acquaintance with 
_ ourſelves; and by zhinking on theſe 
things in ſuch a manner as ſhall diſ- 
poſe us to act accordingly. It is 
with reſpect to the benefits which 
will reſult from theſe ſelf-examina- 
tions, that we may ſay, with much 
more propriety and ſatisfaction than 


the 
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the philoſopher could, - Me are never 
leſs alone, than when alone.---And yet 
it is as true as it is ſtrange, that we 
are apt to prefer any company to our 
own; even that of perſons whom 
we inwardly, and perhaps openly 
laugh at, and deſpiſe.---In fact, bad 
company may corrupt, indifferent 
ſerves to amuſe, and good will im- 
prove us; with a proviſo always, that 
we know well the ſtate of our ſpiri- 
tual affairs, by conſulting, and con- 
verſing with ourſelves. 


A ſecond advantage of godly me- 
ditation is, that it is one of the beſt 
means of guarding us againſt the force 
of temptations, and afflitions.---He 
that communes with his own heart, 
will of all men be moſt like, to land 
in awe, and fin not z as the pſalmiſt | 
expreſſes himſelf in the words im- 
mediately preceding the text. The 

L 4 mind 
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mind that can deliberate calmly, and 
without interruption from outward 
objects, that takes frequent opportu- 
nities of collecting all its ſtrength, 
and ſummoning all its powers, is in a 
ſtate which even precludes in a great 
meaſure the ſolicitations of the tempt- 
er, and enables it at the ſame time to 
reſiſt, or, at worſt, to endure cala- 
mity. The careleſs and unthinking 
are thoſe who are uſually ſeduced by 
allurement, or overwhelmed by. diſ- 
treſs. Their minds are abſolutely 
unfortified, and equally liable to be 
captived by. aſſault and by ſurpriſe. 
Whereas they who have accuſtomed. 
themſelves to think as becomes rea- 
ſonable creatures, know well, that in 
this ſhort life of probation, thus it 
muſt be. It is a life of trial and vi- 
cifſfitude.--- What have we to look 
for in a courſe of pilgrimage, but 
impediments and inconveniences? 
| What 
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What have we to expect in a ſtate of 
warfare but danger and difficulty? 
And therefore the good | Chriſtian 
hath learned by God's grace to deſ- 
piſe temptations from one quarter, 
and to defy them from another, by 
_ contemplating his preſent ſituation, 

and his future proſpects; and by fix- 
ing an eye of faith on that incorrupti- 
ble .crown which the Lord bath pro- 
mi . to them that love him. 


And the mention of God's 2s 
ſuggeſts a third advantage of religious 
meditation, which is that it diſpoſes 
us for the reception of this grace, 
and fits us for the bleſſed influences 
of the Holy Spirit. And of this, I 
hope, many of us have had happy 
experience.---Not that I am ſuppoſ- 
ing you to have felt thoſe ſenſible 
impreſſions, or rather agitations of 
the Holy * by which certain 

among 
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among us pretend to be thrown into 
ſtrange raptures, and exſtacies of de- 


votion. Common preſumption is 
extremely ſtrong againſt ſuch pre- 


tences. -In general, we may ſafely 


venture to affirm, that even in the 


earlieſt and pureſt age of the Chriſ- 


tian church, holy men of God were 
not thus violently moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, There is ſurely, however, 


ſomething much too courſe, too groſs, 
in theſe extravagant tranſports, for 
the ordinary communication of the 
fpirit of God with the ſpirit of man. 
That divine ſpirit is not rough and 


boiſterous to force and overpower us, 
but mild and gentle to perſuade and 


incline us to that which is good. 
In ſhort, the ſoul is moved, is ex- 
cited, if you pleaſe, by grace; but 


tempeſted only by enthuſiaſm. To 
ſay no more therefore of theſe ſpiri- 


tual flights, which may be pronounced 


to 
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to be the effects of an over- heated 


imagination, and not the fruits of 


true piety; I would only refer myſelf 
to the good and devout to know, 
whether, when they have found 
themſelves on a ſudden more than 


uſually diſpoſed to privacy and re- 


tirement for the purpoſe of godly 
meditation, they have not been con- 


ſcious of a kind of motion or im- 


pulſe, which is not to be deſcribed, 


but of which the effect has been a 


godly ſorrow for their paſt fins; an 
indignation at their own tranſgreſſi- 
ons; a seal for God's glory; and a 
vehement deſire to advance that glory 
for the time to come; and all this 
attended with a pleaſurable warmth, 
and cordial ſatis faction ?---But, after 


all, though ſuch exquiſite ſenſations 


as theſe may juſtly be thought gn 


and zokens of grace, the ſureſt way 


of judging is from the fruits of the 
* 
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Hpirit. Our i imaginations may deceive 
us, but our actions cannot; and theſe 
are open to the judgment of others 
as well as our own. In ſhort, all 
that is good in us we ſhould aſcribe 


to the grace of God, taking to our- 
ſelves and our corrupt nature all that 
is evil. At the ſame time we may 


aſſure ourſelves, that to turn our 


thoughts to divine ſubjects, will im- 


prove and purify our natures, and 
thereby make us fit temples for the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


And this reminds me of a fourth 
advantage of accuſtoming ourſelves 


to pious meditation, viz. that by it 


we ſhall beſt qualify ourſelves for the 


kingdom of Heaven. In this preſent 


ſtate we can have at beſt but a very 


imperfect notion of the enjoyments 


of another. But this we may be ſure 
of, that our nobleſt part, our ſouls, 


will 
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will have the greateſt ſhare in thoſe 

enjoyments. They will beyond all 
doubt be chiefly intellectual: for we 
are told that the body itſelf ſhall be 
ſpiritualized,---Now what taſte can 
they have for theſe delights, who 
have lived, as it were, without ſouls 
in the world ? Whoſe minds have 
been taken up with the ſhining trifles, 
the ponips and vanities of this mortal 
life; or who, which is ſtill worſe, 
have wallowed all their days in vice 
and impurity? Let theſe be placed in 

Paradiſe; and heaven will be no 

heaven to them who carry hell about 
them in their corrupt defires and ap- 
petites.---On the contrary, he who 
has uſed himſelf to holy meditation 
is at leaſt in the direct road to heaven; 
he becomes every day fitter for it; 
his affe&ons are ſet upon it; and he 
enjoys infinitely more in the enliven- 
* hope of a bleſſed immortality, 
than 
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than the actual poſſeſſion of what the 
whole world could give him. In 
fine, he looks not at the things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which are 
not ſeen ; and for this moſt ſubſtantial 
reaſon, becauſe the things which are 
ſeen are temporal, but the things which 
are not Jar are eternal. an 


I ſhould now ſuggeſt in the third 
place, as I propoſed, a few general 
topics of contemplation ; by recur- 
ring occaſionally to which, Chriſti- 
ans will find themſelves excited to, 
or ſtrengthened and confirmed-in the 
practice of piety and virtue,---But 
theſe muſt be poſtponed to another 
5 n. 
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On devout. Meditation. 


In two Parts. 


PSA L M IV. Part of v. 4. | 


Commune with your own Heart, and in 
your Chamber, and be ſtill. 


IN diſcourſing before upon theſe. 
words, I endeavoured to ſhew 


the duty of pious meditation ; and 
took notice of ſome great advantages 
accruing from this godly practice: 


as, 
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28, that it leads us to the knowlege 
of ourſelves ;---that it is the beſt pre- 
ſervative againſt the force of tempta- 
tions, and afflictions ;-=-that it diſ- 
poſes us to receive the influences of 
the Holy Spirit ;---and laſtly, that it 
fits and prepares us for the kingdom 
| of heaven, 


I am now to ſuggeſt a few general 
topics of contemplation ; by recurring 
occaſionally to which, Chriſtians will 
find themſelves excited to, or ſtrength- 
ened and confirmed in the practice of 
piety and virtue. Indeed, at firſt 
fight, this part of my deſign may be 
thought to be ſuperſeded. For who, 
it may be aſked, can poſſibly be at 
a loſs for topics of religious contem- 
plation ? Are not the 74ings we ſhould 
meditate on familiar to us They 
are ſo; but the misfortune 1 is, they 

ate apt on that very account to be 

over- 
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' overlooked.” The words-=-/alvation, 
= --damnation,---eternity,---heaven,- — 
hell,” &c. are ſo perpetually in ſome 
men's mouths, that the ideas con- 
veyed by them are ſeldom or ever 
duly impreſſed upon their minds. 
They do not allow themſelves leiſure 
to ponder theſe matters. For this 
reaſon it may be of uſe to remind you 


of certain points of the utmoſt im- 


portance, and. to invite, and fix, if 
poſſible, your attention by referring 
it to a few ſtanding topics, or general 
' heads of nene And Letnus 
The firſt I ſhall. mention. Meets 
ab or excellence of our nature. 
- It is true, to talk of the dignity 
of our nature in its preſent fallen ſtate, 
may, at firſt view, look like inſult- 
ing impotency, or, mocking- diſtreſs. 
But when it. is. conſidered, that. we 
are not ſo abſolutely fallen from our 
TOTSI 1} M original 


* to what is good ; we ſtill bear 
wor" "Oy" _ 2 image of our 
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original ſtate of purity, or happineſs, 


but we may in ſome little meaſure 


by perſonal, and by imput uted righte- 
ouſneſs altogether recover it, we have 


ſurely abundant reaſon to value our- 


ſelves upon this capacity. To ſpeak 
in the emphatical language of the 


apoſtle, we may be faid to be per- 
Plkrred, but not in deſpair; to be caft 


down, but not deftroyed.--=The fact is, 


a cloud is thrown over our under- 
ſtandings; our Judgments are con- 


fuſed; our wills are warped, and 
turned aſide from that rule of rigbt to 
which they were conformable ſo long 
as it was not known what was wrong. 
---All this is fatally true; but till, 


the light that is within us, though it 
be obſcur'd, is not extinguiſhed; our 


deſires, though they do not naturally 
re, yet may in ſome degree be 


Creator ; + 
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; Creator; it's luſtre is ſullied, dut the 


lineaments are not utteily effated. 


Man Is even now a 16612, creature; 


and we muſt remember that the re- 
mains of excellence in him after his 
fall wete ſach as the Son of God 


himſelf thought worth ſaving. In 
mort, though he is become ſubject to 
death, yet is the principle of life ſtill 
in him ; his Zopes are ſtill full of in- 


mortality; he has a ſoul capable of 
everlaſting happineſs; of enjoying 
God himſelf, the author of all per- 

fection, the fountain of all blifs,--- 
Is a being endowed with ſuch pri- 


vileges, and poſſeſſed of a claim to 
fo glorious a reverſion, (if he be not 
wanting to himſelf in the metliods 


by which he is to obtain itz) I ſay, 
1s hits an abjett, a deſpicable being? 


Or, can he jor whom Chrift died Bs 


juſtly deemed a contemprible crea- 


ture re ?=<-Surely not.---Let- him then 


* NM 2 afſert 
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aſſert the dignity of his nature; let 
him learn to diſtinguiſh himſelf from 


the inferior part of the creation; let 
him aſſume to himſelf a pride which 
becomes him.---By pride, I mean, a 
generous deſire to recover through 
wm the glorious f image of his Ma- 

er; which is conſiſtent with the 


deepeſt humility. For pride, in a 


particular ſenſe, as implying an in- 
genuous elevation of ſoul, and a pro- 
per conſciouſneſs of our ſpiritual ſig- 
nificancy ; Pride, I fay, in this light 
was made for man. Like our, other 
paſſions, it was implanted in us for 
the wiſeſt and beſt purpoſe; and is 
one of the ſtrongeſt of thoſe inward 
ſprings that move us to action. It is 


accordingly | laudable when it has a 


right point. in view.---Unhappily i in- 


deed this is ſo ſeldom the caſe, that 
the word carries an ill ſound with it; 


and conveys an idea of ſomething 
* 
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extremely 'odious, and diſguſtful. ; 
The things that generally produce 
pride in us, afford ſo frail and impro- 
per a foundation for it; that the paſ- 
ſion is almoſt become a diſgrace to 
human nature. While we pique 
_ ourſelves” upon a little learning, a 
few exterior” or perſonal advantages, 
a certain ſmartneſs and vivacity of 
thinking, or of expreſſing dirlilves; 
and, what is ſtill lower, the tempo- 
ral diſtinctions of birth and fortune; 
while theſe things ſwell our hearts, 
and lift our heads, it is no wonder 
that a proud man is at the ſame time 
the moſt contemptible, and the moſt 
inſufferable character in the world. 
Pride however, or, if you pleaſe, 
ſelf-eſteem (which perhaps is a term 
leſs exceptionable) is, as I obſerved, 
when it is well grounded, commend- 
able, it is a neceſſary principle of 
| conduct, ariſing from a perfect view, 
M 3 and 
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and due ſenſe of our preſent Nate, 
and: future expectations, both as rea- 
ſonable creatures and Chriſtians; — 


And this view, and this ſenſe of 


things. will teach us to think as 57850 
of, gurſelyes as aue ought to think; will 


diſpoſe, us to act ſuitably to our proſ- 


pects; and induce. us to look upon 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 


as offering temptations far beneath 
the regard of beings, made originally 


little lower than the angels, and ſtill 
able of partaking with them in 
everlaſting. glory.---There,haye been 
indeed, and, ſtill are in the world, 
certain polite reaſoners who refine 


away religion and its ſanctions into a 


kind of abſtracted morality; or rather, 
1 ſhould ſay, into nothing at all. 
They talk loudly of ſtanding proprie- 
ties, of the fitneſs, and unfitneſs of 
things, of the lovelineſs of virtue, 
and the defor mity of vice, &c. as if 
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the contemplation of theſe things 


were forcible enough to make a think- 


ing man do his duty, as a reaſonable 


creature, without proſpect of a future 


reward, or dread of a future puniſh- 


ment. But let theſe ſpeculative talk- 


ers produce one from their on ſect 
who has been reformed by mere dint 


of knowing what was right. In the 


mean time, we acknowlege that there 
is indeed a natural beauty in virtue, 
and an uglineſs in vice ; and that this 
diſparity is a motive to a prudent 
man to-purſue the one, and avoid the 


other; but then we aver that it is 
not the only, nor the chief motive. 


Happineſs is the point we naturally 
and neceſſarily have in view. We 


feel we were deſigned for it; we 
_ regret that we fell from it; we wiſh 


to retrieve it. We own that if man 


could. be happy (i. e. as happy as he 
is capable of being) in this life, vir- 
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tue would on the whole ſtand: the 
faireſt chance to make him ſo. But 
then we affirm, or rather we know, 
that there is no ſuch thing as com- 
pleat happineſs in this life. We 
cannot therefore avoid, (unleſs we; 
induſtriouſly and perverſely avoid) 
taking the whole ſcheme of our ex- 
iſtence into one extenſive and com- 
prehenſive view. By ſo doing,. we 
look backward, and ſee that it was 
fin which firſt debaſed our nature, 
and conſequently unqualified 1 it for its 
proper happineſs ;- we look forward, 
and ſee that we are put into a way of 
recovering that happineſs, by endea- 
vouring to become as like what man 
originally was as we can. In this 

ſituation, we ſhall be inſpired, as I 


may ſay, with a noble ambition to 


act up to the great characters we ſuſ- 
tain; and be virtuous, and holy, and 
good, as members Cbriſt, children 
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of God, and interitors of the 1 
* .. | 
eben bz cet of pious meis- 
tion which I Gall recommend is-=-- 
the certainty of death, and of a future 
judgment. I know not how to ſepa- 
rate theſe two important articles ; 
there being ſo cloſe a connexion be- 
tween them. Beſides, were it not 
in a manner as evident, that after 
death cometh the judgment, as that 
it is appointed for all men once to die, 1 
ſee no kind of reaſon why we ſhould 
give ourſelves any concern about this 
matter.--In truth, ſuppoſing death 
to put an abſolute period to our ex- 
iſtence, nothing could be more im- 
politic than our meditation on ſuch a 
ſubject. Shall we anticipate in re- 
flection the agonies which will be 
felt upon the final ſeparation of two 
ſuch dear friends as foul and body? 
. .-No. 
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-=<No.---Tt would be our intereſt, in 


this caſe, not to indulge thought, 
but to drown it; diſſipation would 
be prudence, and intoxication virtue. 


We will have no deaths heads at our 


feaſts; no dull or diſmal remem- 


brances of mortality. In ſhort, ler 
ws eat and drink, for to-morrow we dis, 
would be a maxim of more value 
than all the ſyſtems of philoſophy. 
But how far is this from being really 
the caſe ? Is it poſſible for a man to 


_ diſpoſſeſs himſelf of all belief of a 

future ſtate ? Numbers have abſurdly 
immerſed themſelves in ſenſual plea- 
ſure in hope to ſtifle the apprehenſion 
of an hereafter; but none ſure in 
conſequence of having no expecta- 


tion of it. Arguments however are 


now very little wanted to prove the 


certainty of a judgment to come: the 


doctrine in general has in all ages 


been admitted by the declared opini- 
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ons of gh, | abd by the doubts or 
fears of all; it is ſufficiently appa- 
rent from the nature of God, and the 
nature of man; and laſtly it is as plain 
and explicit by revelation as words 
can make it. Spiritual eternal Ie, 
and ſpiritual eternal death, are brought 
1 the cleareſt light by the gofpel.--= 
Since 'therefore we muſt look upon 
death rather as the commencement 
than the diſſolution of our being, and 
ſhould conſider it as a ſhort paſſage, 
a narrow ftrait between this life and 
the boundleſs ocean of eternity; 
how. can ſuch an object too much 
engage our moſt. ſerious attention ? 
This earth is our Rage of probation ; 
we know very well what we mat da 
to: mherit eternal hfe.---Death, which 
we can neither retard, nor avoid, and 
through the gate of which we muſt 
paſs into a ſtate of everlaſting hap- 
pineſs or miſery, is now become by 
= 
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no means an {indifferent object ; but 
is armed with terrors, or may be con- 
fronted: with ſome degree of compla- 
cency, as we have more or leſs pre- 
pared/ ourſelves for it. The fling of 
death it fin, ſays St. Paul; but the 
righteous, as Solomon obſerves on the 
other hand, hath hope in his death. It 
will follow then that, in order to 
leſſen theſe terrors, we muſt turn our 
eyes not rom, but towards them. 
Frequent contemplations on death 
will leave ſuch impreſſions on our 

minds as cannot fail having a proper 

and happy influence upon our con- 
duct. - Again; to conſider this 
topic of meditation in another light, 
if we duly remember that we carry 
the ſeeds of death about us; that the 
leaſt ſtoppage, the leaft interruption 
in the ſprings of our delicate frame 
may at once cloſe up the fountain of 
life; that, in ſhort, in the midſt 
4455 | . of 8 


we ſhall' hardly build any ſanguine 
hopes on ſo weak a foundation as 
mortality affords ; or ſet our beſt af- 
fections on any thing held by a te- 
nure ſo precarious. We ſhall accuſ- 
tom ourſelves to compare things tem- 
poral with, ſpiritual ; the tranſitory 
joys of this life with thoſe ſolid and 
laſting pleaſures. which are at God's 
right hand for  evermore.. In conſe- 
quence of this we ſhould die daily to 
the world, and cruci ify our fleſh, with 
the affeftions and luſts. In a word, a 
good life is the beſt preparation for 
death. The good Chriſtian is always 
ſafe; he can never be, properly 
ſpeaking... in any danger. He can 
always lay himſelf down in peace, 
and take his reſt.--Not that it is 
neceſſary, or, generally ſpeaking. 
ame I have already intimated) 
that | 
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that we ſhould contract an abſolute 
indifference for life, and an uttet 
contempt of diſſolution. This was 
not intended by the God of nature 
who has implanted in us a 


averſion to the one, and a proportio- 


nable fondneſs for the other. With- 
out theſe natural feelings (ſuppoſing 
us to quit ourſelves properly in out 
Chriſtian capacities) we ſhould, in 
effect, incur no penalty by the tranſ- 


greſſion of our general progenitor; 


without theſe feelings the world 
could not ſubſiſt :---Men would fly; 


as it were; into the arms of death 


for ſhelter from the troubles and 
vexations incident to us in this ſtate 
of pilgtimage. -I could wiſh; by 
the way, I had leſs occaſion to re- 


mark here, that this much too often 


happens even as matters are now cir- 
cumſtanced. Suicide is almoſt be- 
come epidemical in this country. 

Inſtances 


8 
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* occur daily among us of 
Chriſtians, ſo called, who weakly or 
_ deſperately lay down. their beings, 
and ruſh as it were, into the preſence 
of the living God! It is true, the 
greater part of theſe {elf-deſtroyers 
are ſuppoſed by the world to be per- 
ſons of unſound intellects; and their 
temerity is, it ſeems, phyſically. AC= 
counted for. However, though cha- 
rity. which bopeth all things, will rea- 
dily admit this may be the caſe, it 
cannot be denied, that numbers have, 
and do diſpatch themſelves wilfully 
and deliberately, either through in 
patience under loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments, or. in the ſullenneſs. of diſ- 
content, or from inability to endure 
their own reflections, and the pangs 
of a wounded ſpirit But is not this 
conduct as unnatural, as unreaſona- 
ble, as it is irreligious? Is it not as 
ſtrangely prepoſterous as it is danger- 
n 9 ous 
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ous beyond all contradiction 2 For, 
whatever notions ſuch wretehes as 
theſe may take pains to delude them- 
ſelves with, can they poſſibly be aſ- 
ſured, that they are not flying from 
a leſs inconvenience, or calamity, to 
a greater? Or, that the terror of 
guilt ſhall not be followed by the 
torture of puniſhment ? In ſhort, we 
may ſafely preſcribe patience, reſig- 
nation, and repentance to the ſeveral 

caſes above- mentioned; but ſurely 
ſelf-deſtruction is a remedy infinitely 
worſe than the diſeaſe.--The good 
Chriſtian all this while looks upon 
death not barely as a cure of tempo- 
ral evils, but an inlet into eternal 
joys; he accordingly expects it, 
though not with that total uncon- 
cernedneſs with which he waits for a 
common event, yet with compoſure, 
and fortitude; without fear and trem- 
_— In * couaſylnion of death 
and 


SERMON nl. 293 


and a future. judgment, he is con- 
vinced of the neceſſity, the benefits, 
and the comforts of a good life; and 
under this conviction wiſely reſolves, 
till he dies not to remove his integrity 
from bim; to keep innocehicy, and take 
| heed unto the thing that is right, ſince 
that ſhall bring a man peace at the laſt, 
CONE to which I | 


1 ſhall recommend one more ge- 
neral topic of holy meditation, which 
is the infinite mercy of Almighty 
God in the redemption of the world. 
This is a ſubje& on which the 
thoughts of a Chriſtian ſhould chiefly 
turn, as this redemption is the ground 
of his faith, and the foundation of 
that bope, which we have as an anchor 
of the ſoul, as St. Paul beautifully 
expreſſes it. --- Without controverſy, 
ſays. this apoſtle, great is the myſtery 
of godingfe in other words ;- 
410 8 Beyond 
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Beyond all poſſibility of diſpute, de- 
lightfully aſtoniſhing is the myſtery 
by which God Almighty condeſeend- 
ed to reconcile fallen man to himſelf, 
to reinſtate him in his favour on cer- 
tain declared conditions, (by no 
means hard ones,) and render him 
once more capable of everlaſting hap- 
pineſs.---Let us conſider then this 
wonderful myſtery a little more at 
large in its chief particulars.---God, 
of his own ill, and that univerſal 
goodneſs which delights to extend to 
communicate itſelf, creates man; 
a being of ſo noble a ſtamp, of ſuch 
excellent faculties and endowments, 
that he is ſaid to be made. after the 
image of his Creator; he is a faint 
ſhadow, an imperfe&t copy of the 
bright original of all things. He is 
placed in a paradiſe abounding with 
all delights ſuitable to the dignity, 
and the purity of his nature. In 
| this 
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this bliſsful fituation thou art happy 
and always will be fo, ſays his great 
Creator and benefactor to him, ex- 
cept thou haſt a ſtrange curioſity to 
know what it is to be miſerable. 
There is one way by which thou 
mayeſt arrive at this fatal knowleye. 
In the midſt of this paradiſe in which 
thou art placed, there is a tree of the 
fruit of which I forbid thee to eat; 
and in the day whereon thou eateff 
eregf thou halt | furely die. On his 
attention to this fingle prohibition | 
(the only teſt of man's obedience) his 
| happineſs depended.---But he ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be ſeduced by an 
inſidious enemy; he ſaw the forbid- 
den fruit; he longed ; he tafted; he 
fell. And now his eyes are opened, 
and he ſees---the darkneſs wherein 
he has involved hitnſelf and all his 
poſterity. The fatal ſecret, which 
18 burned to be let into, is now out; 


Fs and . 
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and he knows=---what he hath for- 
feited, and what he hath incurred; 
he knows that he was good, and zs 
evil; and conſeqently that he was 
happy, and it miſerable.---The foun- 
tain being thus mudded, corruption 
ſpreads like a deluge over the face of 
the whole earth. Sin and Death, the 
cauſe and the effect, are derived to 
the whole race of mankind. Hence 
man becomes an abomination in the 
ſight of his Maker, who is of. purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity. He is ex- 
poſed. to the divine wrath, and be- 
come a fit object of vengeance. Death 
both natural and ſpiritual is now his 
portion; and conſequently he muſt 
| be: eternally miſerable, unleſs ſome 
atonement be made to the Almighty 
for him. But who ſhall make this 
_ atonement ? Man . himſelf cannot; 

for he was, and, what is more, ſtill 
continues to be the offender. In a 

| word, 
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word, there is no room for metcy, 
till the demands of juſtice are ſatis- 
fied.--Let us ſee then with equal ; 
gratitude and amazement what it coft 
to redtem our ſouls ! Nothing leſs than 
the myſterious union of the two 
natures, the divine and human, was 
neceſſary to fave the latter from utter 
deſtruction. The Son of God him 
ſelf, coeternal and coequal with the 
great original of all things, leaves the 
boſom of his Father; 0 to redeem 
man- becomes man ! Behold, with 
the eye of contemplation this Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the fins of 
the world! Behold the Son of God, 
the heir of all things, the maker of the 
worlds, the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
Jon, purging our Ane by himſelf ! Be- 
hold for this gracions purpoſe God 
manifeſt in the fleſp; lying in a man- 
ger PETIT with grief ;-==defti= 
N 3 tute, 
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tute,  offifted, tormented ; ;---labouring 
in agony, and bleeding on a croſs !--= 
It is finiſhed, he cries ; the great work 

is conſummated. And ſo it is on the 
part of our bleſſed Redeemer z but on 
ours Gmething remains to be done. 
What that is I have not room, or 
indeed m_ to lay before you at 
preſent. We know the terms of the 
_ goſpel covenant, and what we muſt 
do to be ſaved. I may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe this. F ye know theſe things, 
then, to ſpeak in our Saviour's own 
GED, happy are ye if ye da them. 


To e ;---ſuch are the ge- 
neral topics of meditation I would 
recommend to you; and our occa- 
 fional attention to theſe, and many 
others of a ſubordinate nature which 
I need not ſpecify, would, I doubt 
Ws be of excellent uſe towards ex- 
"08-4 and even  proveling us, I may 

| ſay, 
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ſay, to, or confirming and preſerving 
us in the practice of our Chriſtian 
duty, according to our ſeveral ſpiri- 
tual exigencies and circumſtances,--- 
And for our encouragement to habi- 
tuate ourſelves to privacy, and godly 
contemplation ; to commune with our 
on hearts, and in our. chambers ; to 
ſearch out our ſpirits ; to delight in the 
law of the Lord, and to meditate in 
the ſame day and night ; we have our 
bleſſed Saviour's word of aſſurance, 
that our heavenly Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret, woill reward us openty. 
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SERMON IX. 


An Aſſize Sermon. 


The bad conſequences of wrong 
principles, particularly that of 
falſe honour, to Individuals and 
to ſociety. | 


Jonun v. 44. 


How can ye believe, which receive Bo- 


nour one of another, and ſeek not the 
honour which cometh from God only? 
HAT our bleſſed Lord here 
intimates, and in effect aſ- 

ſerts of faith, which is the obedi- 


ence of the underſtanding, as well | 


as 
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as the ground of practical obedience, 
may with equal truth be affirmed 
with relation to every inſtance and 
article of our duty. The grand ob- 
ſtacle to our due obſervance of laws 
in general, as well human as divine, 
is the influence of wrong principles ; 
and eſpecially that of honour, ac- 
cording to the commonly received 
notion of it.---Human opinion has 
in too many. caſes fixed the ſtandard 
of propriety; and conſcience and 
honour (ſo called) will lay men under 
different, and even contrary obliga- 
tions. Indeed the inordinate defire 
of worldly reputation is ſuch a com- 
manding principle, that it may well 
be fingled out as what chiefly per- 
verts moral conduct, and ſuperſedes 
every reaſonable rule of action. Ac- 
cordingly, our bleſſed Saviour re- 
proaches his unbelieving hearers--= 
Hor can ye believe which receive honour 
one 
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one of another, and ſeek not the honour 
which cometh from God only? Which 
words, though immediately referring 

to the Jews' refuſal to acknowlege 
the divinity of our Lord's perſon and 
commiſſion, may reaſonably be ex- 
tended to the following interpreta- 

tion Ve cannot admit the truth; 
< which ſhould be the meaſure of 
« your conduct, and would be your 
*« ſure director to happineſs, perſo- 
nal and civil, temporal and eternal; 
e becauſe your minds are prepoſ- 
ce ſeſſed and filled with the defire of 
« ſuch honour as in itſelf is falſe, 
and directly contrary to that honour 

which ſhould be the aim and * 

1 * all your actions. | 


From this ainſi of — 1 
ſhall take the preſent i e ths to 
eben at large, 


Firſt, | 
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Firſt, that the will of God ſhould 
be propoſed as the only rule of our 
conduct, and that his approbation, 
not that of men, ſhould be the mo- 
tive to our actions : : 


Secondly, thin nevertheleſs men 
are apt to ſet up to themſelves certain 
fantaſtic rules or principles, (among 
| which that of honour will claim par- 
ticular notice) that are entirely ſub- 
verſive of the foregoing, and at the 
fame time of very pernicious conſe- 
quence to themſelves and to W 


And W 1 150 1 may be 
allowed to add---Thirdly, that the 
proviſion of laws and diſcipline for 
the prevention of ſuch evils, as far as 
is poſſible, and for the diſcountenance 
of the falſe principles on which they 
are grounded, appears to be a proper 


object 


NY of the «lp wiſdom and 
1 


F irſt Wen the will of God houtd 
bo propoſed as the only rule of our 
conduct; and his approbation, not 
that of men, as the only motive to 
It,---It is in vain to ſeek for any 
other obligation to action but the 


will of the all- perfect governor of 


all things. Strange and abſurd, and 
indeed impious are the refinements 
which. would place it in certain ab- 
ſtrated notions, or inward ſenti- 
ments; as if it could have any origi- 
nal except the will and ordinance of 
the ſupreme Being, and author of our 


frame. -As for © the fitneſs of 


e things,---the beauty and harmony 
_ « of virtue,---and the truth of ac- 
' « tions,” which are ſuch favourite 
topics with ſome pretended moraliſts, 
Bey are only the grounds or reaſons 
of 
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of - that divine ordinance which 
creates obligation. They do not 
conſtitute obligation, but the pro- 
priety of it. For obligation, in the 
full and practical ſenſe of the word, 
muſt. be ſomething extrinſic to the 
law itſelf ; and conſequently muſt be 
wholly derived from God's will, 
which is the foundation of thoſe mo- 
ral reſpects and that congruity or 
agreableneſs of certain actions to our 
nature and his own, which make 
obedience a reaſonable ſer vice. Be- 
fides, though we ſhould admit ſome 
particular ſouls of a finer frame, as I 
may ſay, to be captivated by the in- 
trinſfic charms of virtue, it may, upon 
the whole, be juſtly ſuſpected, that 
_ the deſire of evacuating all obligation 
to moral conduct is in truth at the 
bottom of theſe ſpeculative attempts 
to ground it on ſo vague and viſionary 
a . the evil 

den 


— 
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tendeney of ſuch attempts is aim 


enough.. For when the rule of 
action is thus made to depend to all 
intents and purpoſes upon our 'own 
ideas and apprehenſions of it, it can- 
not be either uniform, or binding. 


It will become a notional inſtead of 
a practical thing. Tis ridiculous to 


talk of a law without the authority 
_ of a legiſlator; or to ſuppoſe man a 


reaſonable creature, but not an ac- 
countable one. In ſhort, according 
to ſuch a repreſentation of matters, 


as the next world will be entirely out 


of the queſtion, ſo ſociety could have 


no manner of ſecurity for the probity 
and peaceableneſs of its members in 
this; and though ſome philoſophy 
might be ſuppoſed to exiſt upon 
earth, there would be very little of 
true morality, and nothing at all of 
religion. Not to dwell longer then 
on cm abſurd, if not indeed ill-de- 
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ſigning ſubtleties, we ſhall do well to 
acknowlege a lawgiver in our Maker 
and our Judge; to attend to his will 
as the ſole rule of our actions; and to 
ſeek his approbation as the enſurance 
of our reward.---God's will is made 
known to us by the light of nature, 
and his written Word, which we 
call Revelation; and theſe, together 
with human laws, eſtabliſhed 1 
his authority, and agreeably to that 
written word, are the univerſal mea- 
| ſure of conduct. The laws of nature 
therefore, as they are called, as well 
as thoſe of man's inſtitution, muſt 
ultimately be referred to the written 
or revealed will of God, as the ne- 
ceſſary and infallible ſtandard of fit- 
neſs and propriety. For this pur- 
poſe was this Revelation vouchſafed, 
and where it has been unknown, or 
unattended to, ſuch enormities have 
hana + ra (as we ſhall ſee pre- 
My _ featly 


7 * 
[ 
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ſently more at large) and that ſome- 
times even under the notion of reli- 


the neceflity of ſuch gracious com- 


the guidance of unenlightened, un- 


aſſiſted reaſon.---We have then no 


ether ſure rule of moral conduct than 
the will of God, and ſuch laws, na- 


tural or civil, as are conformable 


thereunto. And if it be our duty to 


obey his will, (a point which er 


no proving, ) we muſt neceſſarily o 


It with a view to his approbetion. 


For a ſincere intention of obeying 
God implies an hearty deſire of 


pleaſing him, and thereby qualifying 


ourſelves for he recompenſe of a re- 
ward from him. The defire of 
worldly praiſe may indeed be a fub- 


| — motive to action, and fame 


be expected as con- 


gious obligation, as ſufficiently ſhew 


1 * 
54 * 
- Nv — 
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munications from above, and what 
fort of morality is to be expected from 


0 ſequential | 


— 
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ſequential to certain performances ; 


---but when ſuch deſire is the pri- 
mary inducement, our {moſt diſtant 


pretence of pleaſing God is hypocri- 


ſy, and our practice a ſpecies of 
idolatry. What we are to expect at 
his hands, inſtead of his approbation, 
as the reward of our impiety, it is 
needleſs to intimate. And what com- 


penſation the applauſe of the world 
will make us for the loſs of the divine 


favour, (even ſuppoſing that applauſe 


attainable,) may be learned from the 
ſevere irony with which the divine 


wiſdom reproves thoſe who do all 


things wholly, or principally, rat 
they may be ſeen of men---Verily, they 


have their reward !----They have 
caught a bubble ;---They are crown- 
ed with a fading garland. However, 


let popular applauſe: be as ſubſtantial 


a recompenſe as you pleaſe, it is cer- 


tainly no proper, or adequate reward 


of virtue. For it is one of the moſt 
Pre- 
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: precarious things in nature; and at 
beſt is not more likely to adorn worth 
than to dignify baſeneſs. Fame has 
before now been acquired at the ex- 
pence of reputation. Nothing is 
more evident or viſible in daily 
inſtances than the weakneſs, the 
narrowneſs, the perverſeneſs of 
men's judgment; and yet it is too 
frequently acccording to this judg- 
ment that they receive honour one 
of another. In truth, there can be 
no morality in any actions whoſe 
higheſt object is the prazſe of men; 
for as this is often beſtowed on deeds 
really vicious and illaudable, ſo will 
our avidity for it reſolve into nothing 
the worth of ſuch as are in themſelves 
praiſe-worthy, and if I may ſo ſay, 
materially virtuous. Leave the deſire 
of recommending . ourſelves | to the 
divine favour out of the account, and 
charity will become oſtentation; be- 
| nevolence, vanity ; and public- ſpi- 
ty ritedneſs, 
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#tedfieſs, - pHde.---But let the Ane | 


Approbation be ptepoſed as the motive 


£6 aRibh, and the fewärd of virtue: 
2 He great end ard atm of 'our cbur̃ſe 
duct, morality will maintain 


db true nätüte; öbedienee will be 
Pate 8. us fof Perfelti6fi, Aßd in 
this happy feustzen we hall Keither 


undd itt its proper Principle; and 
Icetity all through Chfiſt be im- 


Miſtake" the rüle of duty, nor ef 


poſſſbiy be Giſappeintéd by of Gili 


Sent Attention to it. Büt though it 


Ras pleaſed the divine wiſdom t6 
v6ochAife us tlie fafe rule, ant Hfat 
ible direstibn of his wh Werd, men 
re apt, 18 we Fibpoſed to oblerve, 


Sesbägly, ho ſet up 66 dhelntelets 
certain falfe and fafrräſtie rüles, br 


— ee (atong Wich that of 


6Hout Weill chitin particular notfet,) 


i ate Entirely fubyetive of the 


fores 


SERMON. b. ets” 


Seele and at the Lame time of 
Very perhicigus raploquenes hem. 7 
* and eier. Le date by 


Ad. firſt as if they 1 were chow 
being: taught of God, they refale to 
$9 out of themſelves for their rule of 
_ conduct; and pretend that their own 
 F59{on is à very ſufficient judge and 
guide in morality.-This capital er- 
rer has a very high, but diſparaging 
oliginal. It is almoſt #* as od as tht 
tt gneation. The ambitien of our 
firſt parents 2% be: as Gods, knowing 
gaod and cuil, hath deſcended with a 
numerous train of carruptions t thair 
poruerſe poſterity. In conſequence 
of this pride and ſelf- ſuffieiency, pra- 
Aling themſetues 19 be noiſe, men be- 
come fools, (according to the nervous 
language of the Apoſtle) and under 
the ſuppoſed direction of right reaſon 
at moſt irrationally! | This mani- 
8 3 O 3 "Oy . 
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5 feſtly appears in the caſe of all thoſe | 
who diſcover an obſtinate averſeneſs 
to admit the truths of Revelation, by 
rejecting upon a ſuperficial view what 
they cannot bring themſelves fairly 
and thoroughly to examine, by taking 
refuge in frivolous cavils, and ſtale 
objections, and wilfully ſhutting their 
eyes againſt the light of the cleareſt 
evidence.---Nor- indeed is the pro 
cedure of theſe realon-worhippers 
leſs diſingenuous than it is irrational; 
for it is an undeniable fact that they 
exalt their idol, not only in oppoſition 
to Revelation, but even with its aid 
and aſſiſtance, moſt unfairly though 
artfully turning it as it were againſt 
itſelf. Nothing is more common 
than to find men cee. and ex- 
tolling the perfection or ſufficiency of 
the law of nature, or the light „ 
reaſon, upon the ſtrength of maxims 
and 5 confidently borrowed 
© 550 from 
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from the refined morality, and fub= 
lime. precepts of the Goſpel. Such 
is the advantage which the aſſurance 
of Infidels has made of Chriſtianity ! 
For the utter confutation of all hu- 
man pretences, and to the indelible 
diſgrace of the rational powers, when 
left to their own direction, We may 
ſafely pronounce what their achiev- 
ments in morality would be by what 
we know they have been, from the 
demonſtration of paſt experience. 
For a glimpſe of the horrid ſcene, it 
will be ſufficient to caſt our eyes on 
the picture which the maſterly hand 
of an apoſtle has ſketch'd of the Gen- 
tile world, in the firſt chapter of the 
epiſtle to the Romans; where we 
ſhall find the moſt ſhocking abomina- 


tions in practice, joined with and 


produced by the groſſeſt errors in re- 
ligion; the moſt flagrant immorali- 
ties attending, with a ; deplo able pro- 
© O 4: priety 
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priety, the rankeſt idolatry.---'Tis 


true we meet with a few illuftrious 


exceptions from this wretched de- 
pravity in the characters .of men of 
purer morals and ſounder ſentiments: 

but theſe, though an honour to 
human nature, could do little or 
nothing by dint either of their wif- 
dom, or their authority, towards 
even a partial reformation of man- 
kind. -We may learn much more 
from one apoſtle than from all the 
moral philoſophers, ancient and mo- 
dern, taken together.---And indeed 
che inſufficiency of natural light is 
apparent from a farther conſidera- 
tion,---that, whereas the determi- 
nations of right reaſon: muſt ever be 
invariable and uniform, yet wonder- 


ful hatk been the difference and con- 


trariety between the cuſtoms, laws, 
and rites of the ſeveral nations upon 
; m7 inſomuch that what is juſtly 
| eſtcemed 
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eſteemed the moſt criminal inhuma- 
nity in ſome countries, has been con- 


ſidered as the higheſt act of piety and 


religion in others. Such are the tri- 
umphs of reaſon, ſuch is the light of 


nature, when devoid of divine illu- 
mination and aſſiſtance l- And of 


what pernicious conſequence to indi- 
viduals and to ſociety, the ſetting up 


of ſuch an imaginary rule of condu&. 


mult needs be, it is not neceſſary 
minutely to inquire; ſince the ma- 


lignant influence of vice, barbariſm, 
ſuperſtition, and at leaſt practical 


Atheiſm, upon public and private 
order and happineſs, is ſo evident, 


. and ſo en confeſſed. 


8 ſecondly, i is the matter mend- 
ed by a different ſet of men, who 
brook not the reſtraints even of de- 
praved reaſon, and not only give 


nnen up to the guidance of 
| - their 
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their 1 but juſtify themſelves 
in doing ſo. Follow nature, is 
their maxim as well as practice. 
Our appetites, ſay they, were never 
given us to be controuled and con- 
t tradicted, but to be indulged” with 
abſolute freedom, and without any 

limitations but ſuch as prudence per- 
haps may ſometimes for our own 
fakes ſuggeſt.- Such is heir law of 
nature !---If the words of rationaliſts 
are words of unwarrantable preſump- 
tion, this is the language of i impu- 
dence itſelf. It will indeed be grant- 
ed, that the advocates for reaſon err 
from the nobler principle of the two; 
and, upon the whole, the difference 
between a heathen and a brute is cer- 
tainly to the advantage of the former. 
The Deiſt by maintaining the ſuffici- 
ency of reaſon leaves a wide latitude 
to appetite; while the baſe votaries 
1 pats inſtead of barely giving 
. advantage 
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advantage to natural corruption by an 
incompetent reſtraint, with a ſhame- 
leſs effrontery < eſtabliſh iniquity by 
<a law; and from pleading firſt, the 
| neceſſity, proceed at. length to infer 
the propriety of their vicious conduct. 
---But do not theſe lawleſs diſciples 
of Epicurus, or (as the ſcripture ſtiles 
them in terms of ſharp ignominy, 
expreſſing the height of wickedneſs 
and. folly) “ Sons of Belial, who, 
without conſideration or eee ee 
whatſoever is right in their own eyes; 
---I ſay, do they not contradict their 
own darling principle of following 
nature, when rightly underſtood ? 
For human nature is not merely ſen- 
ſitive; man has not only a living, but 
a reaſonable ſoul; and the very abuſe 
of intellectual faculties implies the 
poſſeſſion of them. How then can 
he be juſtly ſaid to ο nature, who 


Pays no regard to the dictates of 


reaſon 
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reafon; even of that reaſon. which, 
though utterly inſufficient for a per- 
fett rule, and extremely liable to be 
perverted and abuſed, will, in any 
hearts but theirs, maintain influence 
enough to prevent the extravagance 
of avowed irreligion, and fſelf-juſti- 
fying libertiniſm? How can he be 
properly ſaid to follow nature, who 
liftens not to the voice of conſcience, 
which, till men are judicially har- 
dened, will, at certain intervals, wit- 
neſs againſt, and reproach, the ini- 
quity it cannot reform? Or, how can 
he be fairly faid to follow nature, who 
does it injury, and in all probability 
_ eounterworks his own plan of plea» 
ſure by inordinate purſuits, and ex- 
ceſlive addiction to ſenſuality ?---Be 
this as it may, I know not what point 
that man has gained whoſe actions 
ſeem to import a diſbelief of the ex- 
iftence, as well as the immortality of 
the 
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the foul: or what ground they have 


to boaſt of their theory who leave the 
World with a hope full of” anti< 
hilatien! The uncertainty neceſſarily 
zecempanying that hope is of the 
moſt exeriichating kind; as they can- 
not poibly be aſſured; that, becaufe 
it was their unhappy choice to ve 
like the beaſts that periſh, their latter 
od Fall alſo be lite theirs. Such 
enemies ure theſe wfetches to them 
felves ; and that they are not leſs 
to Nerety, even the falſe and impious 
ptetetice; that religion was the in- 
vention of policy to curb the exceſſes 
in queſtion, is a very ſufficient evi- 
fwmber of cheſe corrupt and abomina- 
b in Ebeir doings reduced by the in- 
Abenee ef that religion they vilify, as 
Well as by the ford of juſtice, which 
elf. defence has drawn againſt them, 
the long continuance of the commu- 
nity 
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nity would be found an impoſſible 
thing; the mixture of the innocent 
and. virtuous, being neceſſary, not only 
for the peace and good order of ſo- 
ciety, but even for the exiſtence of 
the profligate; who for want of their 
natural prey would ſoon e and 
; one mother. 7 er 


\ Thirdly. yp ha falſe dat. 5 
or rule of action, is chat of cuſtom, 
or faſhion.---It.is too much the mode 
of the wore: to invert the, nature of 
2 a 1 5 ny evil; ; to counte- 
nance folly ; and even to give a ſanc- 
tion to enormity itſelf.---It will at 
leaft tolerate tranſgreſſion, if it does 
not directly juſtify it; it will varniſh 
the iniquity it does not avow; and 
if you urge the malignity of vice by 
way of terror, or diſſuaſion, it will 
be ir to plead the weakneſs of 
nature, 
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nature, and the ſtrength of tempta- 


tion, in. its excuſe. Men ſeem to 


imagine there is protection as well as 


contagion in numbers; they are apt 


to think themſelves not very wrong, 


venially ſo however, when the ma- 


jotity, is on their ſide; and ſo preci- 


pitate themſelves in this, herd-like 
manner into ſin and deſtruction.— 


But this falſe principle, (which is ſo 
prevalent that it has been called the 


law of faſhion, not becauſe it ſhould; 
but becauſe it does, in fact, ſo much 
influence the actions of men) I ſay; 
this falſe principle gains ſo much 
ground, becauſe the voice of heavenly. 


wiſdom is not attended to, which 
cautions us, in very expreſs and 
ſtrong terms, not to follow a multitude 


to do evil, and not to be conformed to 


this world; and plainly intimates to 
us that this conformity is in moſt 


eule owing either to falſe ſhame, 


that 
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that ., which bringeth ſity: not that 
_ «which is glory and grace, or to 
the wicked eee 
of fearing men more than God. 
Now. whether this law of 2 be 
moſt prevalent through the falſe opi - 
nions, or the corrupt practice of the 
generality, it is evident that it muſt 
be very prejudicial both to individu- 
als and ſociety, becauſe it is of an 
inſidious and infinuatiag natute; it 
_ checiſhes many vices hurtful to pri- 
vate and public peace under a plauſi- 
ble appearance; and like poiſon fimks; 
as I may ſay; into the vitals of mora- 
lity, without our having ſufficient 
— of its noxious Ps 


-Kourchty, Aha wrong: 8. 
hd, or falſe rule of conduct, and one 


fuppoſed to be very well authorifed 
— the foregoing, is that of now. 
1 or yo deſire of wotldly 


credit 
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credit and reputation; which I have 


reſerved for, as I ſaid it would claim, 


be ſaid to conſiſt in a certain delicate 


ſenſibility of mind, which admits of 
no teſt of action whatſoever but that 
of right reaſon and pure religion. 


I know not whether I may be allowed 


to call it a kind of ſecondary conſci- 
ence. For as conſcience: has a con- 


ſtant and careful reſpect to the 2wergh- 
tier matters F law, both human and 


divine, fo honour binds us to moral 


niceties, and the moſt punctilious 


rectitude of behaviour. Accordingly, 
as I have already obſerved, man's ap- 
probation is by no means the grand 
object with a perſon of ſach honour, 
though it may, or may not, be even- 


(as falſe it muſt be if reaſon and re- 


0 are way) refers every thing to 
P 1 


the 


tually part of his immediate reward. 
— On the other hand, falſe honour 
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IX, 
the teſt of popular eſtimation ; and 


regards all actions as dignifying or 
| diſgracing human nature in exact pro- 


portion to their conformity, or con- 


trariety thereunto. This difference 


of principle neceſſarily imports a dif- 


| ference of perception 4 different 
ſenſe of right and wrong, worthy and 


unworthy ; and the conſequence can- 
not but be, that men will act under 
the notion of honour in direct oppoſi- 
tion to the plaineſt Chriſtian and 
moral precepts.- The truth is, the 


moſt. extravagant follies, the moſt 


flagrant enormities, have been, and 


daily are committed by the impulſe, 


and through the ſuggeſtion, of this 
falſe honour ; which unhappily too 


is in its kind full as punctilious as 
the true; and will accordingly adhere 


to its point with ſpirit and ſteadineſs 


even to martyrdom, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
though i in contradiction to every thing 


truly 


SERMON IX. 227 


truly laudable ;---to reaſon ;---to re- 
ligion ;---and indeed common ſenſe. 
Even murder, which in a ruffian we 
deem ſavageneſs, ſhall be reputed 
magnanimity in a man of honour 2 
and as ſome (would to God I could 
not ſay numbers) have under the di- 
rection of this fatal principle, thirſted 
for their neighbour's blood, either in 
ſupport of a claim juſt or unjuſt, of 
much or of little conſequence or 
in reſentment of an injury, flagrant 
or ſlight, real or imaginary ;---or in 
gratification of inveterate hatred, and 
malice prepenſe ; ſo others have con- 
ceived themſelves bound to oppoſe 
force to force, and violence to vio- 
lence; and have ſuffered ſuch chime- 
rical obligation to ſuperſede not only 
the convictions of judgment, and the 
remonſtrances of conſcience, but the 
moſt exquiſite feelings of friendſhip, 
. and the tendereſt regrets of huma- 

x | Fe aa 
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nity itſelf. If circumſtances aggra · 


vate or extenuate guilt, and it be 
reaſonable to judge of principles from 


conſequences, what are we to think 


of that before us? Such, in ſhort, 
are the fruits of the lianour which men. 


receive one of another; refuſing to ſeek 
that 406ich cometh from Gad any! Sq 
fit is it to be eſtabliſhed as a rule of 


conduct I- Such is the influence of 


that cuſtom by. which thouſands have 


been miſled ;---Such rather is the 


_ tyranny. by whe they va been 


enſlaved. 


Asehe or the practice of * 
elling (which I need not ſay I have 


is indeed a monſter in a civilized,: 


much more in a Chriſtian country. 


: It is wonderful, and more than won 
derful, that the mild genius of the 
goſpel ſhould have proved ineffectual 


to 


e 
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to the aboliſhment of this kind of 
human ſacrifiees to the idol --- Ho- 
nour; and that a practice ſo barb 
rous ſhould ſubſiſt even with the pro- 
feſfion of Chriſtianity ! A melan- 
choly proof this of the little atten- 
tion paid to the precepts, doctrine, 
and deſign of our holy feligion. This 
benevolent fyſtem enforces, by the 
molt affecting motives, the two great 
_ cotnprehenfive laws of loving God with 
all our hearts, and our neighbours as 
oo impels men to act 
in open and preſumptuous violation 

4 God's expreſs commandinents, the 
fulfilling of which is the fole proof 
of our love to him: and ſo does it 
perform the i grand duty 1 
Honour inſtigates men to butcher and 
deſtroy one another, and that too for 
the moſt part deliberately, and upon 
the moſt triffing provocations : and 
DO * it aifcherge the ſecond I. And 
3 all 


all this while it makes a parade of 
the dignity of man, and holds out 
the flag of courage, gallantry, and 
greatneſs of ſoul l- Would we but 
_ conſult. the divine oracles with due 
attention, and with a proper reſolve. 
to rectify our notions by them, we 
ſhould ſoon find the confutation, to- 
gether with the cure of this folly. 
For there man's real nature and con- 
dition being laid open and diſplayed, 
his true dignity, his true honour ap- 
pears in a very different light. There 
it will be found, that nothing is ſo 


agreeable to right reaſon, nothing ſo 


really honourable, and truly glorious, 
as the conqueſt of ourſelves, and the 
government of our paſſions; that true 
- greatneſs of ſoul conſiſts in humility, 


gentleneſs, and moderation ; and that 


he that. bumbleth himſelf, as religion 
requires, ſhall be exalted here by the 

| conſciouſneſs of having acted right, 
and 
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and . in the applauſe of men 


and angels, and the approbation of 


his God. There it will be found, 
that it ſhould be our glory, our 

pride to forgive, and, what is more, 
to love our enemies; and this not 
merely in obedience to the com- 
mandment, but in magnanimous imi- 
tation of the example of the Al- 


alſo to love one another, ſays the apoſ- 
_ tle.---Who ſhall elude an inference 
ſo irreſiſtible ? Who ſhall deny, or 
diſpute the greatneſs of the deed, or 
the reaſonableneſs of the duty? 


Methinks, when we conſider the 
main tenor of the goſpel, we cannot 


but be amazed, at firſt view at leaſt, 
upon obſerving ſo much hatred, vari- 
ance, emulation, wrath, and ' firife in 
the world. We are ready to aſk, 
with aſtoniſhment, whence come fight- 
ings among fellow-creatures, fellow- 


P 4 Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, neighbours, and chief 
friends? In ſhort, — to ſerip- 
tural repreſentation of matters, pride 
is meanneſs; the affectation of world- 
ly repute, abaſement; the dread of 
being reproached for conſcience ſake, 
cowardice; and he that glories in the 
triumphs of inſolence, or ihe exploits 
of revenge, glories in bis ſhame,-== 


the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs to 
maintain ;=--but if he properly con- 


| ſelf upon the popular and temporary 


fiders himſelf in the quality of a 


man, and eſpecially of a Chriſtian, 
he will immediately become little i in 
his own: Sight. 


 - alienate ein 
bas or can be urged againſt the wick- 
_ edneſs, the inhumanity, and real 


7 baſeneſs of this bn though polite 


practice | 


| practice of - murc er 
experience but too plainly proves, 


that the frenzy of faſhion is too ſtrong 


for the ſober dictates of reaſon, or 


even the wholſome preſcriptions of 


religion. It ſeems therefore a loſt 
labour to declaim upon this ſubject. 


God forbid, however, the evil ſhould 
be deemed abſolutely incurable, and 
of neceffary continuance in a Chriſ- 


tian country !---Surely it cannot be 


thought impracticable for the civil 
authority to interpoſe in a matter of 
this nature :---and as it falls in a 
eonſiderable meaſure at leaſt, under 

the power of that authority to adjuſt 
and fix the ſtandard of worldly repu- 

tation, ſo it is reaſonable to hope that 


its interpoſition might be effectual 


for the prevention of the miſchiefs 
produced both to individuals, and 
e 0 —_ we notions, and wrong 


principles ? 


ing in cold blood, | 
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principles ?---I hope therefore I may 
be allowed to intimate. as 1 en 


* 


Thirdly, that thin d of laws 
ond diſcipline: for the prevention of 
ſuch evils, as far as is poſſible, and 
for the diſcountenance of the falſe 
principles on which they are ground- 
ed, appears to be a proper obje& of 

| 4 W wiſdom and mim 


When true agen nina are 
9 down by the prevalence of 
cuſtom, (which is done in the parti- 
cular caſe we have been juſt conſider- 
ing, ) and are found inſufficient to 
reſtrain men from the moſt flagitious 
actions, then is the time for the civil 
power to interfere, and to counter- 
work the contagion by proper inſti- 
4 tutions and eſtabliſhments. ' By theſe 
means it does not only do that for 
the good of ſociety, which religion 

is, 


— 
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is, in ſuch circumſtances found une- 
qual to, but by weakening and un- 
dermining as it were the force of 
cuſtom and prejudice, gives room for 


conſcience and religion to recover 


their influence; which is indeed the 
fundamental and ultimate ſupport of 


civil power and authority itſelf. In 


truth, the diſcipline of human laws 


is often requiſite to reſtore a due ſenſe 


and impreſſion of religion among 


mankind. The. wonderful force of 


ſuch motives as we have. been confi- 
dering, is too plain a proof, amongſt 


many others, that preſent even ima- 


ginary good and evil things have gene- 
rally more weight with us than the 
conſideration of future, notwithſtand- 


ing their infinitely ſuperior impor- 
tance. It is proper then ſometimes 


that theſe temporary motives, when 
ſo predominant and pernicious, ſhould 
be be by ſtronger of the ſame 
kind; 
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kind; s for inſtance,” that the fear 
of imaginary ſhame, and deſire of 
falſe honour, ſhould be contraſted by 
the proſpect of real infamy, and penal 
diſgrace in this world; in order that 
the minds of men may recover that 
right ſenſe of things, which will not 
ſuffer them to ſeparate honour and re- 
putation from conſcience and duty. 


And, with regard to the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the criminal cuſtom we have 
been ſpeaking of, it is not only ex- 
pedient for the civil authority to in- 
terpoſe for the fake of religion, but 
for its own vindication too, and for 
the preſervation of ſociety ; which is 
its immediate object. For not only 
God's prerogative (who hath ſaid, 
Vengeance is mine, I will repay,) is 
notoriouſly invaded in the caſe before 
us, but the authority of magiſtrates 
1s inſulted | in the moſt daring manner, 
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the very foundations of government 
are ſubverted, and a ready opening is 


made for anarchy and confufion, by 
theſe ſons of violence, who are doubly 
unqualified to execute their own ven- 
geance, and to do juſtice to them- 


lelyes, both as private perſons want- 


ing a right to ac, and, in effect, as 
madmen without a capacity to judge. 


The crime we have. been conſider» 
ing too clearly proves that the fear of 


circumſtances, more powerful than 


the fear of death. It ſeems therefore 


| expedient that capital puniſhment; 


_ theſe honourable quarrels, and there 
is a ſurvivor to be called to account, 
ſhould be attended (as has already 
been intimated) with ſuch particular 
circumſtances of 3 as the 
ſupreme wiſdom of the legiſlature 

ſhall 


when murder actually enſues upon 
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ſhall judge moſt effectual. At leaſt; 
this is the opinion of the moſt judi- 
cious of thoſe who have handled the 
ſubject. To the ſame purpoſe, and 
for the prevention, if poſſible, of 
| theſe horrid Pins nume invi- 


that en of deprivation id. in- 
capacity, with reſpect to offices of 
| honour and truſt, or profit, ſhould 
accompany other convenient ſeveri- 
ties, in which the givers and accep- 
ters of challenges ſhould be equally 
included. By theſe means the legiſ- 
lative power will properly affert its 
own dignity, and ſhew that it is a 
vain as well as an unjuſt attempt in 
private perſons to eſtabliſh any ſtan- 
dard of credit and reputation, in op- 
peſition to, and defiance of the laws 
of their country; and that it knows 


bow to puniſh and defeat this pre- 
* by fixing the brand of in- 
famy 


amy upon u a actice, to which cuſ- 


tom has inſolently given the ſtamp 


of honour.---Thus will a falſe prin- 
ciple of honour be counteracted by a 
true, and a concern for reputation 
placed on a proper footing.---And 


with the extinction of a wrong theory 


the practice will ceaſe in courſe.--- 
Indeed the poſſibility of aboliſhing 
this barbarous cuſtom appears from 
the happy experience of a neighbour- 


ing people, among whom it long 


prevailed to a ſtill more amazing de- 
gree of infatuation, but was at length, 
in the laſt century, in a manner to- 


tally ſuppreſſed by the firmneſs and 


perſeverance of their prince; who, 
by his prudence and ſteadineſs upon 
that occaſion, may be thought per- 
haps to have atoned in ſome meaſure 


for his own manifold exceſſes under- 


the influence of falſe glory, and in 


the wantonneſs of an unbounded am- 


bition. 
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bition. And it ſeems to be bigh 
time that our nation, which is ſo 
ready (as an ingenious author of that 
country juſtly, though ſomewhat ar- 
ape the follies 


ſhould begin to imitate their wiſe and 
wholfome conſtitutions. It is high 
time that this ſcandal to our religion, 
and the reformation of it too, (for 
from that æra may we date the com- 
mencement of this ſhocking faſhion 
in its preſent mode, ſhould be be wholly 
removed; and the impious poſition, 
or wild notion, that the obligation of 
a gentleman can be diſtinct from, nay 
oppofite to the duty of a nun and a 
, be for © ever exploded. EY, 


"des e . that of Go- 
vernment and Religion. There is no 
occaſion, were there time, to enlarge 


upon the proof of a thing: ſo acknow- 
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ledged. The uſefulneſs of the former 
to the latter is founded (as was ob- 
ſerved) in the corruption of mankind, 
who are often more apt to be affected 
by preſent than future ſanctions; and 
it appeats alſo from the inſtance of 
that faſhionable enormity, which 
calls ſo loud for temporal inffictions; 
and from the preſent ſolemnity. The 
heceſlity of the latter to the former is 
evident {not to mention many argu- 
ments) from the practice of courts 
of judicature, in which the adminiſ- 

tration of juſtice could not proceed 

without continual and ſolemn appeals 
to the Almighty.---Religion, as al- 
ready has been hinted, has been 
deemed ſo neceſſary for the purpoſes 
of government, as to be aſcribed by 
ſome to political invention.---If then 
even a falſe religion be eſteemed of 
ſuch importance to fociety, (which. 
con- 
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confeſſedly could not ſubſiſt upon the 
principles of mere Atheiſm,) how 
valuable muſt the true one be, which 
infallibly marks out the great lines 
of univerſal duty ?---No- religion is 
ſo contrary to wrong principles, ſuch 
as we have been conſidering, parti- 
cularly the laſt, as the \Chriſtian : 
for it pulls down all the Arong holds of 
human pride and ſelf-ſufficiency, 
roots up all vain mag inattome, and 
lays the foundations of man's duty 
and happineſs in humility; a temper 
of mind ever propenſe to obedience 
and ſubmiſſion. On this account, as 
well as all others, no religion is ſo 
friendly to ſociety. - None, in ſhort, 
is ſo expreſs and careful to maintain 

the rights of magiſtracy, by ſetting 
forth, in the ſtrongeſt colours, its 
heaven- derived authority, and exact- 
ing obedience to the ſame upon the 
CO Fl. moſt 


moſt affecting and powerful conſi- 


derations. No religion therefore is 


ſo well entitled to the favour and pro- 
tection of the magiſtrate on _ 


obvious accounts. 


In concluſion then, we may, I 
preſume, reaſonably hope that, in 
due time, the prudence as well as the 


piety of the higber powers will appear 


in the exertion of their moſt ſtrenu- 
ous endeavours towards the utter ſup- 
preſſion of the enormity, which has 
been the principal object of our con- 
ſideration, as well as of all other 
national and crying ſins, by oppoſing 


(as far as in them lies) the falſe prin- 
ciples on which wrong practices are 


grounded, and eſtabliſhing in their 


place the true rules and motives of 


conduct in the fear of God, obedi- 
ence to his will, and deſire of his 
approba- 
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be no longer disjoined, but 
te honour: which men _ receive one of 
another may become conſiſtent with 
the honour which cometh from God only. 
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. approbation ; that ſo, reputation and 
duty may be no longer disjoined, but 
the honour which men receive one of 
another may become conſiſtent with 

the honour which cometh from God only. 
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